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Re: Bridal Falls Gondola Corporation (aka Cascade Skyline Gondola)  

Crown Land File number 2412430 

 

The Federation of Mountain Clubs of British Columbia (FMCBC) is a province-wide organization of 

over 40 outdoor clubs engaged in non-motorized backcountry recreation such as hiking, climbing, 

backcountry skiing, snowshoeing and trail running. We engage with outdoor recreation organizations, 

Indigenous Peoples, government agencies, and commercial operators to protect and maintain access for 

quality non-motorized recreation in BC’s mountains and wilderness.  

 

We have reviewed the applicant’s documents posted on the Natural Resource Online Services site (i.e., 

the project overview, site plans for the base, mid and summit stations and associated management plans  

for utilities, roadways and commercial intensive use areas and addendums), as well as the comments 

and responses received from Jason Faulkner, representative of the applicant, to our inquiries about the 

tenure application. Based on our review of the project documents, Mr. Faulkner’s responses and 

feedback from members and member clubs, particularly from the Chilliwack Outdoor Club and 

Chilliwack Park Society, the FMCBC views the proposed gondola project as an overall positive 

development because it would improve access and expand non-motorized, self-propelled backcountry 

recreation opportunities for residents and visitors in southwestern BC. The FMCBC’s overall positive 

assessment however is contingent on public access for non-mechanized activities being preserved and 

enhanced, as outlined in the applicant’s project documents.  

 

A positive outcome of the proposed gondola project would be improved access to and expansion of the 

non-motorized, self-propelled outdoor recreation opportunities in the sub-alpine and alpine terrain 

around Mt Archibald, Mt Mercer, Mt Cheam and Lady Peak:  

• The proposed gondola would expand the trail network for hiking and trail running in the alpine 

terrain. For example, the gondola would allow a 16km roundtrip hike to Mt Cheam and Lady 

Peak from the summit station compared to the 8km return hike from the Chipmunk Creek FSR 

parking area (after a 16km one-way drive from the Chilliwack Lake Road). Further, in 

cooperation with the Cheam First Nation (an equity partner in the proposed gondola project), 

the Chilliwack Park Society has been planning and building trails in the area with the eventual 

gondola access in mind. Their trail work will further enhance the non-mechanized recreation 

opportunities in the area.  

• The proposed gondola would open the alpine terrain for non-motorized winter recreation, such 

as backcountry skiing and snowshoeing. This would provide a closer winter recreation 

destination than Manning Park or the Coquihalla.  
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• According to Mr. Faulkner, the public will have free access/use of the existing and proposed 

trail(s) from the base station to the summit station; and, similar to the Sea to Sky Gondola and 

Grouse Mountain Skyride, there will be a download fee for those wishing to use the gondola to 

return to the base.  

• Maintaining or enhancing public access to the sub-alpine and alpine terrain around Elk 

Mountain, Mt Archibald, Mt Mercer, Mt Cheam and Lady Peak for non-motorized recreation is 

critical to our overall support for the project. According to Mr. Faulkner and the applicant’s 

project documents, the applicant is cognizant of the current public use of the sub-alpine and 

alpine terrain and has tried to stay away from areas of high use, particularly non-motorized uses 

such as hiking; and, the proposed tenure is not exclusionary for people hiking into or through 

the proposed tenure.    

• The proposed west Chipmunk, Codiene Ridge and Thurston Ridge access gates, as shown on 

the Bridal Veil Gondola Context and Overall Site Plan, would help limit motorized access and 

use of the sensitive sub-alpine and alpine terrain in the upper Chipmunk Creek drainage area.  

 

Currently the alpine terrain around Mt Archibald, Mt Mercer, Mt Cheam and Lady Peak is only 

accessible via mountain bikes, dirt bikes, high clearance 4WD/AWD vehicles, ATVs or snowmobiles 

that can navigate the heavily eroded Chipmunk Creek FSR. The proposed gondola would allow 

families, people with accessibility issues, and people with a wider range of outdoor recreation skill 

levels to access the sub-alpine and alpine terrain. 

A further positive from our perspective is that the construction and tenure footprints, environmental 

impacts and potential public access restrictions of the proposed gondola project is significantly less 

than those of the more extensive Bridal Veil Mountain Resort project. 

Our further comments and requests relating to this tenure application are as follows:  

1. It is essential that the public be allowed access to the Mt Cheam/Lady Peak trail and the alpine 

terrain of the Chipmunk Creek watershed without reliance on the gondola and that the public be 

permitted to access the trails and terrain outside the operating hours of the gondola. It is on this 

reason that the FMCBC supports the proponent’s proposal to upgrade the Chipmunk Creek 

FSR, gate the road near the junction of the spur to Mount Cheam, expand the vehicle parking 

along the Chipmunk Creek FSR close to that junction and establish a proper trailhead.  

2. As previously stated, our overall positive assessment of the gondola project is contingent on 

public access to the alpine for non-mechanized activities being preserved or enhanced. While 

we are encouraged by the applicant’s statements and assurances to that effect, there are many 

examples across the province where an applicant’s pre-approval commitments or tenure/lease 

conditions that are intended to protect public access are never enforced, entirely revoked or 

ignored after the project moves forward or there is a change in the tenure holder. Unfortunately, 

in these cases the public is left with little or no effective recourse.  Given the government’s 

repeated failure to protect public access or ensure public access provisions withstand the test of 

time, we would like to see a different mechanism used to protect public access. One option may 

https://bridalveilmountainresort.ca/
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be for public access corridors to be defined in the tenure plans, carved out as separate parcels or 

established as right of ways. 

3. As with both the Sea to Sky Gondola and Grouse Mountain Skyride, there will be a significant 

increase in the use of the public trail system outside of the proposed tenure footprint. Since the 

applicant will benefit from guests being able to access the trail network outside their tenure, the 

FMCBC would like a commitment from the applicant to work collaboratively with the non-

profit recreation clubs and organizations, such as the Chilliwack Outdoor Club and the 

Chilliwack Park Society, which plan, develop and maintain many of the trails and recreation 

sites outside the proposed tenure. Free gondola access for the volunteers, in-kind services or 

financial contributions to trail projects would be appreciated. 

4. We would appreciate more information from the applicant about mountain bike access to the 

alpine area.  We recommend that the sensitive alpine area be a non-mechanized access area (the 

operator’s vehicles providing service and supplies would be allowed). Perhaps a mountain bike 

trail from the summit station to the mid and base stations could be developed with enough 

separation from the hiking trail. 

5. With respect to environmental impacts, we would like more information about the 

environmental overview assessment, site assessment and the recommendations made by Sartori 

Environmental to minimize the impacts of the project. We have not been provided with this 

information or any information about any significant animal populations or ecosystems in the 

area, particularly in the alpine. Without this information, we are unable to comment on the 

scope and nature of the proposed summit station and proposed activities. 

6. Finally, some members have expressed concern about some of the proposed activities at the 

summit station, in particular the nature and scope of the retail, meeting rooms and event 

accommodations, and would prefer to see them confined to the lower levels. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this tenure application. If you have questions about our 

comments, please contact either Jay MacArthur (jay.macarthur@mountainclubs.org or 604-209-2646) 

or Monika Bittel (mbittel9@gmail.com). 

 

Regards, 

 

Jay MacArthur 

Chair, Trails Committee 

 

Monika Bittel 

Chair, Recreation & Conservation Committee 
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