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Background

	

• The Federation of Mountain Clubs 
of BC is the umbrella organization 
for most of the hiking and climbing 
clubs in BC

• Our members originally built most 
of the hiking trails in the 
Vancouver and Sea to Sky area.

• We have noticed a huge increase 
in the number of hikers on the 
trails in the past ten years.

• With COVID-19 in 2020 there has 
been even more traffic.  We are 
sure that BC Parks has the 
numbers from your trail counters



Current situation

• In 2020 several of our members did trail surveys 
to check on the status of existing trails on the 
North Shore mountains and other locations in 
the Sea to Sky area.

• We found that many of the trails in the area are 
in very poor condition with a large amount of 
erosion exposing roots and rocks making them 
dangerous for hiking – especially when going 
downhill.

• Even some of the trails that were relocated or 
repaired in Cypress Provincial Park after the 
Olympics have major issues with erosion since 
they were not built properly and have had very 
little maintenance in the past 10 years.



More photos

West branch of the Howe Sound 
Crest Trail below Bowen lookout Newer section eroding built in 

2017 or 2018.  No waterbars or 
drainage!



FMCBC 
Proposal

• A multi-year program to repair 
and re-build hiking trails in BC 
Parks to safe and maintainable 
standards
• The first priority should be the 

trails in North Shore parks and the 
Sea to Sky area where so many 
hikers are enjoying our parks.
• New trails should be built to 

disperse visitors.
• In addition to trails, visitor 

facilities (pit-toilets and parking 
improvements) are needed at 
many trailheads.



Priority trails 
that need 
work 
Lower 
Mainland, Sea 
to Sky and 
Pemberton 
areas

• Howe Sound Crest 
• Baden-Powell (various sections)
• Hollyburn
• Mount Seymour Main
• Stawamus Chief
• Singing Pass – new access route
• Wedgemount Lake  



Howe Sound Crest trail
• The trail to St. Marks is one of the most popular 

on the North Shore. 

• This trail was originally built by the FMCBC in the 
80s (you can blame us).  It was not designed for 
the large amount of traffic that now occurs.  BC 
Parks reports that over 1000 people per day hike 
this trail on nice summer days.

• For about the last 10 years, a small section has 
been worked on each summer.  However after all 
those small projects only about 3.5 km has been 
completed.

• In 2021, BC Parks started earlier and completed 
75 new stairs in one badly eroded section.

• The improved sections are also starting to 
degrade since no maintenance has been done 
and the construction was not done properly with 
waterbars and drainage in steeper sections



Baden-Powell trail to 
Black Mountain from ski 
area

• This trail was re-built in a different 
location starting in 2009.

• The new trail is has eroded 
extensively since the design did not 
include proper drainage or waterbars 
in most steeper sections.

• There is about 2 km of the steeper 
sections going up to Cabin Lake that 
need work. 

• About 1 km of the trail network on 
the top of Black Mountain has lost 
most of its gravel too.



Baden-Powell trail from ski 
area to Hollyburn Ridge

• This trail was built by the Boy 
Scouts in the 80s we think.  The 
trail has eroded extensively - there 
are  sections with many roots.
• Some of the small bridges are in 

very poor condition.  
• Two larger bridges have washed 

away.
• It is about 2km from the ski area to 

Hollyburn ridge



Mount Seymour 
Main trail
• Most of the trail doesn’t seem to have had any 

maintenance for 20 years.

• It is very eroded and dangerous for hiking down 
with big slippery rocks and roots.

• Some sections near Brockton Point have turned 
into a creek and eroded the sub-alpine meadows.

• A lot of work is required.  We recommend that 3-
4 small crews could work on the trail in parallel 
since the summer season without snow is so 
short.

• A short new section was built about five years 
ago, but that is a trail to nowhere.



Stawamus Chief trail

• This is one of the most popular trails in the 
region.

• The FMCBC and BC Parks worked together to 
improve this trail after the park was created 
about 20 years ago.

• Some work was done to repair the stairs about 
five years ago and the trail to the First Peak is in 
reasonable shape.

• The trail to the Second Peak needs some serious 
work since many of the wooden stairs are 
starting to rot.

• The trails to the Third Peak have never been 
improved.  The marked routes really need a lot of 
work. Once improved it would make a great loop.



Singing Pass
• The FMCBC has been working on access issues 

here for over 20 years.
• The existing access goes through the mountain 

bike park and is prone to rockslides in one 
section.

• We are close to a final agreement to construct a 
new access route from the north side of 
Fitzsimmons Creek.

• We have found some funding for this project 
from the BC Parks Foundation and have applied 
for more funding from a Federal/Provincial 
infrastructure program

• We are hoping to start work in 2023 but we are 
still awaiting written approval from one 
stakeholder.



Wedgemount 
Lake
• This trail just north of Whistler 

in Garibaldi Park was built in 
the late 60s or early 70s by 
mountaineers.  
• BC Parks has made minor 

repairs over the past 50 years.
• A major project is needed to 

upgrade the trail to control 
erosion.
• BC Parks agrees that work is 

required here.



Draft Cost Estimates for Discussion
Annual costs for 2-3 years

Location Number of 
Crews Months Totals

Seymour 4 3 $480,000

Cypress 3 3 $360,000

Lower Mainland
Sub-total

$840,000

Stawamus Chief 1 4 $140,000

Wedgemount 
Lake

1 4 $140,000



Focus on 
South 
Coast 
Region 
and other 
regions

• We have focused our efforts on 
the South Coast region
• We have reports of similar issues 

in other regions.
• Dr. Tom Perry prepared a report 

on major trail issues in Cathedral 
Lakes Provincial Park.
• Vancouver Island parks especially 

Strathcona needs more funding 
for trails.
• Our members in Prince George 

have reported issues in some BC 
Parks trails



Proposal 
from
2021-04

• We recommend that BC Parks start a 
multi-year program to re-build the very 
popular trails that need a lot of work to 
bring them up to a standard that can 
handle the large number of hikers that 
use them every day.

• In addition to this short-term rebuilding 
project, work is needed in newer parks 
such as Pinecone Burke and Callaghan 
Lake to build new trails and improve 
narrow trails that cannot handle crowds. 

• Also needed is long-term funding for 
annual maintenance.  Volunteers are 
willing to help but the current issues are 
too large for volunteers to fix.



Update 
for 
2022

• In 2021, the government and BC Parks 
announced that they would spend add a 
$83 million uplift in capital and 
operations but not much clarity of where 
that would be spent

• Also in 2021, very little of that went to 
trails.  A large amount was spent of 
installing services for RV campgrounds in 
Manning and other parks.

• Some money spent on trails in Cypress 
Park in 2021

• Major damage to Berg Lake trail and 
bridges in Manning due to flooding in 
2021 may use some of this allocated 
money

• Hard to get report from BC Parks of what 
they are actually planning.



How can we work 
together on this 
long-term 
problem?


