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JOHN BALDWIN 
3612 Pt Grey Rd, Vancouver, BC, V6R 1A9   604-733-0042  
johnbaldwin@bluesoft.ca      www.johnbaldwin.ca 

 

October 25, 2021  

The Honourable John Horgan, M.L.A. Premier of British Columbia 

Dear Premier,  

Re: Park Proposal for Mt Waddington and Homathko Icefield  

I am writing to urge you to create a park that would encompass the Waddington Range, the 
adjoining Whitemantle Range and the Homathko Icefield (as shown in Figure 1).  

BACKGROUND 
I personally have been exploring the Coast Mountains for the past 40 years and have completed 
dozens of multi-week alpine traverses on foot and on skis. These have been self-propelled 
wilderness adventures (sometimes with air access) across the icefields and along alpine ridges 
above the inlets. I have written extensively about these trips in a guidebook to ski 
mountaineering and in two photography books (listed in the references). Information about the 
Waddington Range, Whitemantle Range and Homathko Icefield is contained in guidebooks and 
photography books listed as references given at the back of this letter. Figures 4 and 5 shown 
views of the region.  
 
CONSERVATION 
The proposed park would create a world class mountain wilderness area that would: 

• Consist of some of the most spectacular mountains in Canada, including the highest 
mountain wholly within BC. 

• Contain some of the largest non-polar glaciers and icefields in the world.  
• Protect a heavily glaciated landscape of untouched, rugged mountain wilderness that is 

absolutely world class and is not currently represented in BC’s park system. 
 
The proposed park contains undeveloped world class mountain landscapes in a wilderness 
setting that does not exist anywhere else in the world outside of the polar regions. It is 
estimated that 75% of the world’s ice-free land mass owes its appearance to humans. This is a 
very shocking statistic! In BC we often take these wilderness areas for granted, but they are 
extremely rare and we have an obligation to the rest of the world to preserve these places. 

Pressures on developing wilderness areas have intensified greatly in the last few decades and it 
is not enough to protect token wilderness spaces, particularly in light of climate change. It is 
essential that the large area shown in Figure 1 be protected as a park. This would preserve a 
significant area of intact wilderness. The Waddington/Whitemantle area and the Homatho 
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Icefield area are both about 2400 square km, which is similar in size to Tsi’l?os  Park. These two 
areas would be connected by the Homathko River-Tatlayoko Protected Area that lies between 
them and would connect to Tsi’l?os  Park on the south and Dzawadi/Upper Klinaklini River 
Conservancy on the north. This would form a contiguous system of protected areas and parks 
that would stretch over 400km from the upper Bridge River to north of Bella Coola.  

The proposed park would lie between the valleys of the Klinaklini and Homathko Rivers and 
extend from near Mt Stanton on the south to beyond Nirvana Pass in the Pantheon Range on 
the north and would also encompass the entire Homathko Icefield bounded by the Homathko 
River valley on the west and north, Ts’il?os Park on the east and the Southgate River valley on 
the south. It would envelope and absorb the current non-motorized area that surrounds 
Nirvana Pass in the Pantheon Range. 

RECREATION 
The proposed park would protect some of the most spectacular mountain scenery in North 
America and would provide unparalleled opportunities for self-propelled ski mountaineering 
and climbing.  These mountains are known worldwide for the stunning pristine mountain 
wilderness they offer. It is very rare for people to be able to visit a landscape that essentially 
shows no signs of human activity. Mountaineering trips where people spend weeks in a remote 
mountain wilderness on their own are life changing events that people from around the world 
cherish as some of the best moments of their life. They promote a natural connection to the 
earth. I have personally heard of many people from around the world who have visited these 
mountains on ski mountaineering trips and have been completely blown away by their scale, 
grandeur and remoteness – something they have not found anywhere else in the world. Any 
development for heli-sports would destroy that. 
 
ISSUES 
In the last 10-15 years, and most recently in 2021, there have been increasing and repeated 
applications for heli-skiing and heli-sport tenures in the Coast Mountains. Figure 2 shows all 
existing heli-ski tenures in the Pacific Ranges, together with existing parks. This gives an 
excellent overview of land use in the mountainous areas of the Pacific Ranges.  
 
Several things immediately become clear: 

1. Heli-skiing, which is an important industry in BC, is well supported with enormous land 
tenures that cover a huge majority of the Pacific Ranges.  

2. What Figure 2 also shows is that other values such as conservation and recreation, 
which are also extremely important to BC, are not well represented. The only remaining 
mountainous areas of large glaciers and icefields that do not have established heli-sport 
tenures are the Waddington/Whitemantle Ranges and the Homathko Icefield. These 
landscapes are not well-represented by existing parks either. Therefore, it is essential 
that the remaining areas of the Waddington/Whitemantle Ranges and the Homathko 
Icefield not be developed as heli-ski or heli-assisted commercial tenures and instead 
immediately be zoned as non-motorized to preserve this region as wilderness and a 
candidate for protected area status. Suggested non-motorized boundaries are shown in 
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Figure 3. I understand that such a designation is possible under section 17 of the Land 
Act. 

3. The Coast Mountains now contain some of the largest heli-ski tenures in the world, 
several of which are larger than the entire Swiss Alps. It has not been demonstrated by 
the industry why such large tenures are needed. Many parts of these large tenures are 
rarely (if ever) used. Heli-ski tenures in the interior are a fraction of the size and are able 
to handle much larger numbers of guests. It is also not clear if such large remote tenures 
align with BC’s Climate Change policy. 

 
Current commercial recreation uses in the proposed areas are almost exclusively non-
motorized guided mountaineering and ski mountaineering groups that typically operate out of 
a basecamp for a week. These kinds of activities have virtually no impact on other users. Heli-
skiing or other heli-sports are incompatible with the current commercial and recreational use of 
the area or with designation of the area as a park. 
 
While access by air to these regions is essential, helicopter assisted day use of these areas 
should not be considered. This is not environmentally sensitive tourism and recreation and 
would further unnecessarily increase helicopter flights into the area. It is essential that non-
motorized use of this area be defined as no motorized activity is allowed except for helicopter 
or ski plane access for individuals and groups planning overnight or longer trips to the area.  
 
The proposed wilderness areas do not contain significant timber values so there are no threats 
to the logging established in the surrounding valleys. 
 
SUPPORT 
Canada has committed to increase its protected areas to 25% by 2025 and 30% by 2030 from a 
current 12.1%. That's more than a 100% increase! The proposed expansion is a prime candidate 
to help meet this increase.  
 
The idea of a park in this area has been suggested by the mountaineering and backcountry ski 
community for many decades. For example, the Alpine Club of Canada submitted a proposal in 
1989 for a park encompassing the entire area around Mt Waddington. This proposal was 
submitted following the 1987 amendment to the Forest Act, which provided the BC Forest 
Service with a mandate to manage wilderness areas. 
 
When it was suggested that Mt Waddington be included in a heli-ski tenure in 2007, hundreds 
of letters were written to the government asking for protection for the Waddington Range. 
 
As an example of the level of public interest in these remote untouched wilderness areas, a 28-
minute video about a self-propelled ski traverse of the Homathko Icefield called Crossing Home 
was produced by Jordan Manley for Arc’teryx in 2016. The video is posted on several websites 
and has been viewed by several hundred thousand people and won mulitple awards. See: 
https://vimeo.com/182970337 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-wVKuD8AMJI 
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Although the comments expressed here are my own, I am the author of a guidebook to ski 
mountaineering that covers the entire Coast Mountains and feel that my comments are 
representative of the thousands of backcountry skiers and mountaineers in this province. There 
are approximately 10,000 backcountry skiers in southwest BC and about 50,000 in BC, Alberta 
and Washington State. 
 
If these mountains were in nearby Washington State or Alaska they would most definitely be 
protected as a wilderness area and be managed to preserve their remote, wilderness values. 
 
ACTIONS 

1. Immediate action is required to deny any current tenure applications in the area and 
designate the areas of the Waddington/Whitemantle Ranges and Homathko Icefield 
shown in Figure 2 as non-motorized areas. It is essential that non-motorized use be 
defined as “no motorized activity is allowed except for helicopter or ski plane access for 
individuals and groups planning overnight or longer trips to the area”.  

2. The next action would be to give the wilderness areas shown in Figure 1 protected 
status. The proposed area is a prime candidate for wilderness designation due to its 
exceptional wilderness values and recreation opportunities. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
John Baldwin 
www.johnbaldwin.ca 
 
Cc:  
Gillian Harrison, Land Officer 
Vera Vukelich, Manager Land Policy and Programs 
Hon. George Heyman, Minister of the Environment and Climate Change Strategy 
Hon. Katrine Conroy, Minister of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural 
Development 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
Hon. Jonathan Wilkinson federal Minister of Environment and Climate Change 
Monika Bittel, Federation of Mountain Clubs of BC 
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Figure 1. Proposed Park encompassing the Waddington Range, adjoining Whitemantle Range 
and Homathko Icefield. Park proposal is shown in blue. Existing Provincial parks are shown in 
green. 
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Figure 2. Heli-ski Tenures and Parks in the Pacific Ranges. Legend:  1. Green polygons=parks, 2. 
Existing Heli Skiing tenures are shown by all other polygons: orange=Bella Coola Heli-Sports, 
fuchsia=Tyax Heli Skiing, red=Whistler Heli-Skiing, purple=Black Tusk Helicopters and Blackcomb 
Helicopters.  
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Figure 3. Proposed non-motorized zones around Mt Waddington and the Homathko Icefield.  
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REFERENCES 
Guidebooks 

• Exploring the Coast Mountains on Skis by John Baldwin (2009). I am the author of a 
guidebook that describes many ski mountaineering trips in the proposed park.  

• Great Skyline Traverses of the Coast Mountains by John Baldwin (in progress). I am in 
the process of writing a guidebook to summer alpine traverses, some of which will lie 
within the proposed park. 

• The Waddington Guide, subtitled Alpine Climbs in One of the World’s Great Ranges by 
Don Serl describes mountaineering in and around Mt Waddington. 

• A Climber’s Guide to the Coastal Ranges of BC by Dick Culbert (1968) covers the entire 
Coast Mountains. 

• Fifty Classic Climbs of North America by Steve Roper and Allen Steck (1979) includes Mt 
Waddington. 

 
Photography Books 

• Mountains of the Coast by John Baldwin 
• Soul of Wilderness by John Baldwin and Linda Bily 
• Cariboo, Chilcotin, Coast by Chris Harris 

 
Aerial Photography Database 

• Extensive Aerial Photography by John Scurlock:  https://www.pbase.com/nolock 
 
Mountaineering Books 

• The Unknown Mountain by Don Munday (1948) describes early attempts to climb the 
Mt Waddington in the 1920s and 30s.  

• Round Mystery Mountain by Sir Norman Watson and Edward King 1935 
 
As well there are numerous articles in the Canadian Alpine Journal and various magazines. 
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Figure 4. Mt Waddington. Photo by John Baldwin. 
 
 

 
Figure 5. Homathko Icefield from Mt Grenville. Photo by John Baldwin. 


