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Project Description: Squamish River Valley 

Strategic Recreation Management Plan 
 

Project Objective: 

The objective of this project is to develop a recreation management plan to address the risks 

associated with the current and future recreational use in the Squamish River Valley. 

Project Background Information: 

The Squamish River Valley is located in the Sea-to-Sky Recreation District, north of the 

community of Squamish. The valley is characterized by heavily forested valley bottom, a large 

glacier fed river that periodically floods, and is surrounded by snow-capped mountain peaks and 

glaciers. The valley has become a major tourist attraction for outdoor recreation and camping, 

with –tens of thousands of visitors, the majority between June and September.  

Provincial government agencies and the RCMP are working together to manage the issues 

associated with the current use pattern. However a more strategic approach is required to deal 

with the increasing user numbers.   

During camping season, it is common to have 2-3000 overnight visitors every weekend. On long 

weekends, use can increase to as much as 6000 visitors. This level of use continues to rise 

significantly each year. 

Due to the proximity to Greater Vancouver, most users are from urban locations and many are 

relatively inexperienced in the backcountry. This substantial number of non-local users is having 

a significant impact on local resources, communities, and rural residents.  

Increasing incidents of human/wildlife conflicts, illegal behaviours/activities, and dispersed 

camping are contributing to escalating management costs. The Sea-to-Sky Recreation District’s 

currently spends approximately 15% of its operating budget managing recreation in the valley.  

There are currently 5 established recreation sites in the valley: Anderson Beach, Riverside, High 

Falls, Hideaway, and E-100/Puyam. These sites were established in areas with frequent 

recreational use. All of the sites are located along the Squamish river and frequently experience 

significant flooding events. None of these sites provide for market ready camping opportunities. 

Significant dispersed camping also occurs throughout the valley. It is common that all available 

camping areas, designated or otherwise, are occupied and the valley is saturated with visitors.   
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Recreation use in the Squamish River Valley is currently deemed to be unsustainable, due to the 

negative impacts on the environment and the recreational resource. 

 

Major Management Issues: 

Based on the experience from government staff the following management issue have been 

identified: 

 Inadequate camping infrastructure-Current camping capacity doesn’t 

accommodate the demand.  

 Unsustainable levels of dispersed camping on Crown land – Recreational users 

set up their own unmanaged campsites in the forest. 

 Illegal activities associated with unmanaged recreation – e.g., Tree cutting, 

damaging vegetation,  wildfire risk, Commercial parties/Raves, discharging of fire 

arms, unattended campfires, accumulation of garbage and  unsanitary disposal of 

human waste.  

 Increasing human/wildlife conflicts feeding of wild animals, attracting bears with 

uncontained garbage, unexpected encounters with potentially dangerous wildlife, 

Lost capacity due to the frequent closure of sites, etc. 

 Significant impacts to the environment and wildlife habitat –, –Grizzly bear 

recovery area with a growing grizzly population,  soil erosion, illegal stream 

crossings, contamination of water resources, displacing wildlife from their high value 

flood plain habitat.. 

 

Primary Risks: 

The following risks have been identified as a result of the major management issues: 

1. Risk to public safety as result of frequent and unpredictable flooding of existing 

recreation sites and areas with dispersed camping, 

2. Risk to public safety as result of improper public sanitation, 

3. Risk to public safety as result of unsafe operation of vehicles, 

4. Risk to public safety as result of unsafe shooting and illegal firearms use, 

5. Risk to black bears and endangered Grizzly bear population as results of habituation of 

bears to human food and garbage and resulting in the destruction of bears, 

6. Risk to the environment as result of illegal garbage dumping 
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7. Risk to the environment as result of damage to fish habitat by motorized vehicles 

travelling on flood plain and through tributary streams. 

8. Risk to the environment as result of illegal tree cutting and damage to trees. 

9. Risk to the environment as result of damage to salmon habitat, river banks, vegetation 

and riparian damage.  

10. Risk to FN cultural values and archaeological sites-camping areas are all significant sites 

to the Squamish First Nation. Identified in the Sea to Sky LRMP.  

11. Risk to the quality of the experience as result of unmanaged recreation 

Key Project Goals  

1. Assessment of the public recreation interests in the valley: It is important to understand 

the current public recreation interests in the Squamish River Valley. Most information 

gathered in the past has been anecdotal. 

 

Action: Conduct a survey under the current users to understand the recreational interests in 

the valley and develop a recreational objective for the valley. 

 

2. Develop an estimate of the capacity for camping in in the Squamish Valley. 

 Action: quantify the potential and available camping capacity  

 determine a sustainable camping capacity for the area.  

 

3. Minimize dispersed camping on Crown land: The current practice of dispersed camping 

is unsustainable. A review and analysis is required to be completed to develop the most 

effective ways to increase the capacity of existing recreation sites and develop new sites 

to accommodate current and future demand for vehicle-access camping in the valley.  

 

Action: complete geotechnical assessment of current recreation sites, and site lay-out and 

design planning 

 

Action: Develop a plan and identify implementation requirements to close appropriatte areas 

to dispersed camping and motorized access 
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4. Operational funding: The recreation district budget is already fully allocated to managing 

the many recreation project and priorities in the district. Any increase in campsite 

inventory will require a partner to manage the sites, and a funding source for annual 

operations and maintenance (for example user fees). 

 

Action: complete a fee determination for all sites once site upgrades have completed  

 

Action: Develop a budget and operating plan for the operation of the sites and use this 

information to inform the fee determination 

 

5. Public education: There is a clear need to increase awareness about camping ethics and 

human wildlife conflict. 

 

Action: Develop a public education plan for the Squamish Valley to promote responsible 

camping and prevent human/wildlife conflicts. Assess and compare available information 

and incorporate it into the plan.  

 

6. Enforcement: In order to emphasize appropriate behaviour by the recreating public 

increased enforcement action will be required. 

 

Action: In cooperation with applicable enforcement agencies (e.g., Natural Resource 

Officers, Conservation Officer Service, RCMP), develop a long term compliance and 

enforcement strategy to increase compliance with applicable regulations in the Squamish 

River Valley (e.g., Forest and range Practises Act:Section 58 closures, Forest Recreation 

Regulation, Wildlife Act closures, Land Act provisions, no shooting regulations etc.).  

 

ACTION: Prepare a budget estimate for implementing the enforcement strategy  

 

7. Closures: A restriction to certain types of recreation may be required. 

 

Action: Assess and compare available legislative and regulatory options for eliminating 

dispersed camping in the Squamish River Valley. 

 

Action: Develop a budget and implementation plan for land use closures as required 
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8. Evaluation: Ensuring the effectiveness of activities by provincial agencies by monitoring 

the effects and proposing adjustments to the recreation management activities where 

required. 

 

Action: Conduct follow-up monitoring and evaluation of results to continuously improve 

outcomes. 

 

Deliverables 

Final report addressing the Project Goals and Primary Risks: 

The report must include the following: 

 Summary of recreation interests in the valley 

 An estimate of the overnight camping carrying capacity for the Squamish Valley. 

 General Assessments, Geotechnical assessments,  conceptual designs and costs 

estimates for improvements to existing recreation sites 

 Feasibility Assessments, archaeological overview assessments,  geotechnical 

assessments, conceptual designs and costs estimates for new recreation site 

expansion/development  

 Enforcement Strategy and implementation budget estimate 

 Operating Plan and Budget for the running of the sites. 

 Camping Fee determination    

 Project plan and implementation cost estimate for the closure of appropriate areas to 

dispersed camping and motorized access 

 Education plan and materials to promote responsible camping and decrease wildlife 

conflict  

 Maps identifying potential areas for land use closures under provincial legislation 

 Monitoring and evaluation plan  

 

 


