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The last male white rhinoceros (northern sub-species) died recently. Two females 
survive. To state that things look bleak for the survival of this unique animal would 
almost sound optimistic. With only 2 females on the planet we can write the final chapter 
now. And it is the same theme that we hear for its extinction, so often: poor or non-
existent environmental regulation and enforcement; unsustainable land use practices; 
increasing human populations; and war and political violence. 
 
I find it too easy to adopt an attitude of complacency and smugness, that we have it so 
very good in Canada and BC. And we do have it very good regarding our affluence and 
democratic freedoms: our freedom to speak up, to protest, without fear of reprisal. Hiking 
in Golden Ears Park yesterday with friends, the air was clean, the water drinkable, there 
was evidence of plentiful wildlife, and the forest was alive with new spring growth. It was 
very easy to convince myself that all was well in the world. And while I do not make any 
direct comparisons between Canada/BC and sub-Saharan Africa, all is not well here. 
 
We have our own BC-based problems. If I think of species survival, coastal populations 
of orca, wild steelhead populations, and the southern population of the mountain cariboo 
come quickly to mind. Regarding environmental practice, Site C, pipelines and threats to 
both coastal and inland waterways jump to mind. Concerning land use issues, one has 
only to think about the redrawing of park boundaries, and the conflicts that develop 
between non-motorized and motorized use of our backcountry resource. 
 
One of the primary purposes of the FMCBC is to be an advocate for access to the land 
and an advocate for non-motorized recreational use of that land. When that advocacy is 
well thought out and well planned and coordinated, there will be positive spin-off benefits 
across a broad spectrum of environmental issues. 
 
The role of advocacy has been formalized within the FMCBC by writing it into the 
Executive Director’s job description last year. This, in part, has resulted in the scheduling 
of many meetings between elected and unelected members of all levels of government 
and the FMCBC’s Executive Director, officers and volunteers, on topics such as “Right to 
Roam” legislation, provincial park funding, and park planning. 
 
Club members volunteer their time to sit on committees that advocate for the resolution 
of issues of importance to the FMCBC membership. And all clubs and their members are 
encouraged and welcome to bring matters to the attention of the Board and Officers of 
the FMCBC so they can help bring them to a resolution satisfactory to the FMCBC 
membership. 
 
One of the major initiatives that the FMCBC is undertaking this spring is a thorough 
review of the organization’s Bylaws and Constitution. This is the first comprehensive 
review in several years, and though it would be premature for me to suggest what the 
results of this review will be, I can state with confidence that the FMCBC will look and 
“feel” different while retaining its essential core values. I am confident that we will all 
have an organization that is more responsive to the needs of the membership and more 
efficient in meeting those needs. I expect this to be a primary topic of discussion at this 



year’s AGM, on June 9th in Victoria, and I look forward to seeing many of you at the 
AGM. 
 
I would like to thank the Outdoor Club of Victoria for taking on the responsibility for 
hosting this year’s AGM. Thank you!! 
 
I would also like to welcome the Squamish Access Society as our first Associate 
Member, and the Columbia Valley Climbing Association and the East Kootenay Outdoor 
Club as the latest clubs to join the FMCBC. Welcome!! 
	


