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Right now you have an exceptional opportunity to help 
create a national park in the South Okanagan Similkameen.  
The South Okanagan Similkameen National Park Network 
(SOSNPN) has prepared this information sheet to assist you 
so that your thoughts can be a part of the decision for this 
lasting legacy.

The Province of B.C. recently announced a new 
proposed conservation framework, including national park 
designation, for the South Okanagan-Similkameen and they 
have invited public comments until October 31. This is 
wonderful news! And now we need to seize this one-in-a-
lifetime opportunity to establish a national park here.  
You can help make it happen. 

The BC Government’s Proposal:  

The Government has published an ‘Intentions Paper’ 
to receive our input and ideas about the appropriate 
boundaries for the national park reserve and other protected 
areas in a small area of the South Okanagan Similkameen – 
approximately 285 square kilometres. The proposal includes 
three areas:

•	 National park in Area 1 – South of Highway 3. 

•	 Provincial Conservancy in Area 2 (Mount Kobau) – 
Highway 3 to near Oliver and Cawston.

•	 National park Area 3 – White Lake Basin.

The Good News is:

The BC government has listened to community concerns 
and has made a commitment to:

•	 protect more of our unique and threatened landscape, 

•	 recognize existing users; make changes only if ranchers 
and the helicopter training school agree, 

•	 respect private land owners – land will only be bought 
on a willing seller–willing buyer basis, and 

•	 actively promote tourism.   

What Needs to Be Improved?

While we applaud the BC government for recognizing the 
need for higher protection of our precious rare landscape, 
unfortunately, they have recommended that Area 2 become 
a provincial conservancy.  This designation is much weaker 
than national park status, has far less funding, and won’t be 
able to protect the endangered species that live here.  

A national park has much better funding for park 
management, and to protect endangered species, keep 
common species common, provide better trails, nature 
interpretation,	and	greater	community	benefits.

We strongly recommend that Area 2  
(Mount Kobau) be part of the national park.

Say YES, help create a National Park in 
the South Okanagan Similkameen!



1 Send a brief email to the BC government 

at: ENV.Mail@gov.bc.ca  
Use your own words to say:

Area 2 should be included in the national 

park. Area 2 is currently slated for reduced 
protection and very limited budget within a 
provincial conservancy. This is not good enough 
for this unique landscape. It must be included in 
the national park reserve.  

The South Okanagan Grasslands Protected 

Areas, including Mount Kobau, must be 

included in the national park. They have been 

set aside in the LRMP to protect endangered 
species, yet the Province does not have 
the funds to do this. Parks Canada has the 
mandate, funding & expertise to protect our 
endangered species.   

National park status should apply to 

the area east of Vaseux Lake, which is a 
biologically rich area and home to an important 
population of big horn sheep. Additionally, the 
historic site of Fairview near Oliver should be 
included in the park proposal for its important 
historical values and spectacular view.

PLEASE RESPOND! Your thoughts and 
ideas will make the difference.

OR

2 Submit more detailed answers to the 

BC government’s Intentions Paper. 
Go to the link below:  

www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/planning/protected-
areas-framework-s-okanagan.html

Unfortunately, the Government of BC’s 
questions	are	vague	and	difficult	to	understand.		
For each question, here are some ideas to help 
you respond.  Feel free to leave questions blank.

Question 1:  Thank the Government of BC for 
their intent to have a national park reserve.  If 
you feel that other areas, e.g. East Vaseux and 
Fairview Townsite should be part of the park, 
state this here.  

Question 2:  Area 2 should be included in the 
national park reserve – state this. You may want 
to say why this area is important to you i.e. 
more protection, connectivity to other areas, 
star watching, etc.

Question 3:  There needs to be cross border 
connectivity and Parks Canada needs to work 
closely with Washington State for movement of 
species. 

Question 4:  Kobau and North Kilpoola should 
be included in the national park reserve – 
state this. You may mention historical sites, 
endangered species, special trails or sites of 
geological	significance.	

Question 5:  The Province is recommending 
that this area become a Provincial Conservancy, 
which is like a Provincial Park that allows some 
industrial development – this is not adequate 
protection, state this here. If you believe that 
Oliver or Keremeos should be able to access 
park	benefits,	say	so.	

Question 6:  The White Lake basin should be 
part of the national park. Credit the Province 
for making this possible. East Vaseux, a 
biologically rich area, should be part of the 
park, if you agree say this.

Question 7:  There are many land owners 
and managers here – they should work 
cooperatively with Parks Canada for the 
betterment of nature, you may want to  
say this.

How you can help: there are two ways you can respond to the BC 
Government’s questions

For more information visit: 

www.yesnationalpark.com 

Thank you.


