
FEDERATION OF MOUNTAIN CLUBS OF BC  
2015 CLUB REPORTS 

  
Alberni Valley Outdoor Club  
Judy Carlson, Director 

 AVOC is gradually creeping into the electronic age and has been using a facebook site for the last few 
years as a way of publicising trips and updating our schedule.  This has recently spun off into a second 
site "Ash River Canoe Club" to plan and promote canoe trips.  

Besides having a fairly full hiking schedule (abt. 35 trips/year), AVOC has been active with trail clearing 
and maintenance in our area. (One member has also been making wooden directional signs and placing 
them at trailhead and junctions).  The Club owns a weed-whacker with a steel blade which is used for 
clearing salmonberry, salal,  and blueberry while  other volunteers  have their own power saws  for 
windfalls. 

The contract work that the Tuesday trail crew  did for the AV Community Forest has resulted in  so 
generous an honorarium that we have been able to cover the mileage costs for volunteers doing trail 
work in other places--Klitsa, Mt. 5040, Brigade Lake, and others.   As well, the Tuesday crew is putting 
the final touches on the CNPR grade from China Creek to Franklin River.   This will have its official 
opening on May 24 as Alberni Inlet Trail Stage 2.  Sorry about the timing--the date wasn't my choice or I 
could have invited you all to attend. 

In any case, the new trail pamphlet will have the FMCBC logo on it, in recognition of the funding that 
the Federation has contributed. 

British Columbia Mountaineering Club 
Brian Wood, Director 

The club’s membership has increased steadily for many years, and in the last four years it increased 
dramatically to attain 837 total members in 2014. This makes the BCMC the largest club in the FMCBC 
and we feel this increase is due to several factors outlined below, most of which have also been 
steadily increasing over this period. 

1) The club runs many one day and multi-day events covering its core or main activities, but also 
sometimes including a few biking and paddling trips. In 2014 there was an average of 40 trips per 
month in which the most popular categories were rock climbing (98 trips), backcountry skiing (75), 
indoor climbing (44), and hiking (26). We also try to have members support trail maintenance and hut 
maintenance trips as required. To boost our numbers of trip organizers, which is essential for our 
growing trip list and to compensate for the aging of some of our experienced trip organizers, the club 
provides instruction for potential new trip organizers. There is also a growing interest in trips for 
families with young children such as staying a night in a cabin.  

2) For free or fairly nominal fees, club volunteers run many skill building courses for beginning and 
intermediate members  covering our winter and summer core activities.  For more technical subjects, 
such as avalanche awareness and wilderness first aid, the club contracts professional instructors to give 
the courses at a cost to members which is less than that available on the open market. 

3) Our monthly newsletter publishes our trip schedule and short trip reports ten times per year, and a 
paper copy can be mailed  for an extra $10 per year over the annual membership fee of $40 for 
electronic delivery. There is also an electronic E-News for items and events of immediate interest. We 
have a very interactive website managed by our dedicated and highly skilled webmaster, and we find 
that the number of “last minute”  trips listed on the website usually exceeds those listed in the 
newsletter.  As we have been doing for decades, we still publish our glossy bi-annual BC Mountaineer 
Journal which recounts notable and extended trips of our members usually with many photographs. 

4) Club membership secures discounts, eg. at least 10%-20%  price reductions on retail purchases at 
many local outdoor goods stores,  several climbing gyms, and some cafes and lodges. These discounts 
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are publicized along with the other  benefits of club membership at venues  showing outdoor 
recreation movies, slide shows and talks covering activities like rock and ice climbing, mountaineering, 
extreme sports, exotic travel, etc. These venues include the MEC Snowfest, the “Best of Banff” film 
festival, and the Vancouver International Mountain Film Festival. 

5) We know many folks join the club to take advantage of the liability insurance program offered by 
the FMCBC. Insurance was rarely mentioned a few decades ago but it is now an important “magnet” for 
members who are becoming more aware of litigation risks, even though there is no history of this in our 
club. 

6) Our ten per year monthly social meetings, held on the second Tuesday of most months at the Anza 
Club (at 8 th Ave and Ontario St in Vancouver), are well attended due to interesting slide shows 
presented by our members or guest speakers. We usually have an introduction to avalanche awareness 
at the beginning of the ski season and encourage members to take advantage of our group instruction 
courses staffed by avalanche professionals.  

7) Club members volunteer on several of the FMCBC committees, such as the SW BC Recreation and 
Conservation Committee, the Liability Insurance Committee, the Outreach and Communications 
Committee and the Provincial Advocacy Committee. Our members also attend meetings organized by 
the Outdoor Recreation Council of BC and other outdoor recreation groups. 

Caledonia Ramblers Hiking Club 
Dave King, Director 

2014 was a very active year for the club with the highest membership ever.   It was also the club's 40th 
anniversary.    The club was primarily a hiking/backpacking group for many years but now has a full 
winter schedule of snowshoe trips as well. 

From the beginning members located and built new trails and carried on an intensive maintenance 
program.    The club has promoted outdoor activities and, as part of that, published a trail guide to 
trails in the Central Interior area.  It is updated annually. 

The club has participated in a variety of projects over the years but none bigger than the development 
of the Ancient Forest Trail (AFT) along Highway 16 east of Prince George.   What began in 2006 as a 2.2 
km nature trail in the old growth cedar forest in conjunction with nearby residents has evolved into a 
major tourist attraction.     The addition of the 1500 foot wheelchair accessible boardwalk really 
increase usage.   In 2014 there were about 15,000 visitors and the steadily increasing traffic was 
resulting in some vegetation, soil and root damage.  Work began on laying a board treadway on the 
entire trail and it was about half completed.    In 2015 we hope to complete the remainder.    Visitors 
are amazed that the development and work is entirely done by volunteers. 

The club is working with profs from the Univ. of Northern BC on establishing the AFT and surround 
wetbelt forest into a provincial park with the longer term goal of it becoming a World Heritage Site. 
  There is broad public support so it is looking promising. 

The club is a member of the PG Backcountry Rec. Society and through the society has agreements with 
BC Parks and Recreation Sites and Trails for the maintenance and of trails and cabins in parks and other 
Crown lands.    The club is also a member of the Tabor Mountain Rec Society which is composed of 
motorized and and non-motorized outdoor groups, and in partnership with Rec. Sites and Trails, looks 
after about 400 km of trails in Tabor Mt area just east of Prince George. The group works well together 
and may be unique in BC. 

Chilliwack Outdoor Club 
Ken Orr, Director 

The Chilliwack Outdoor Club had a good year.  The membership numbers stays about 160-170 people, 
with new members joining replacing those who have moved on to other interests.   The distribution of 
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members is mainly in Chilliwack, with a substantial minority in Abbotsford, with a smaller group in 
Hope/Agassiz/Harrison Hot Springs, and a scattering of members in other cities in the Lower Mainland. 

The Club is very active, with monthly presentations on the last Monday of the month, except for 
December, June, July and August, with a Christmas banquet in December and a BBQ in June.  These 
presentations cover a variety of topics, focusing on adventures in the mountains. The trip schedule is 
very busy.  While a seasonal schedule is set-up, most activities are announced by e-mail sent to each 
member.  Activities are varied and include cycling tours and rides, multi-day trips to a variety of 
locations, kayaking and many day-hikes of varying difficulty and distance.  

These are all recorded in the monthly newsletter, the TRIPPER, which is sent out by e-mail.  The Club’s 
Facebook page reports many of these outings as well.  Jocelyn does a great job on putting these 
together, providing a very readable and photographic record of Club activities. 

The Club is moving towards a committee-style of organization, to increase the involvement of the 
membership, and to reflect their interests.  This has resulted in increased trail maintenance, 
concentrating on trails in the Chilliwack River valley.  The Club is interested in improving its website, 
including developing on-line sign-up, membership renewals and waivers.   

Comox District Mountaineering Club 
Juanita Wells, Trip Director 

The Comox District Mountaineering Club is an incorporated society that has been serving its members 
since 1928 and currently has 184 members of which 146 were active in the last 12 months. 
The CDMC activities are volunteer lead by its members and included a variety of approximately 65 
activities in the past year with a range of 3 to 30 participants per activity. 

At almost any time throughout any year our members can enjoy paddling in local waters and rural or 
leisure nature hikes. 

Last summer most activities took place in or around the Comox Valley and Strathcona Park.  Most of 
these were day trips to local peaks, parks or front country trails such as Mt Beecher, Mt Curran or 
Paradise Meadows but some also extended into the back country to places such as the Comox Glacier 
and the Buttle Lake area.  Trips were also to taken to places further north on Nootka Island and at Port 
H”Kusam as well as to Denman Island and Port Renfrew to the south. 

A lot of our trails require yearly care and numerous members organized work parties to make this 
happen.  With the signing of a volunteer agreement with BC Parks, members have also helped with 
signage updating, trail repair and maintenance in Strathcona Park.  Last year the Wood Mtn traverse to 
Panther Lake was cleared of windfall and the Mackenzie Meadows bypass trail was repaired and 
reopened by our members. 

In the fall our annual Potluck took place where the year was reviewed, photos shared and awards were 
handed out.  In November some of our members participated in an annual Trivia night to help raise 
funds for acquiring lands which are slated for logging. 

During the winter months activities such as snowshoeing on Mount Washington and numerous day hikes 
were taken to places such as the Comox or Cumberland trails and Seal Bay Park.  New Years was 
celebrated by some with a Comox Bay paddle.   

Our annual general meeting was held in February and then as the snow pack receded earlier than 
normal and blue skies prevailed our members took full advantage and early spring was celebrated with 
numerous day trips.  

In April a team of members participated in the annual Snow to Surf relay from Mount Washington to 
Comox Bay.  Activities for this event normally include running, biking, snowshoeing and paddling.  
Unfortunately due to a lack of snow and poor weather, the snowshoeing and paddling sections of this 
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relay had to be modified.  The CDMC mutineers waged a fair battle and escaped with an admirable 
finish. 

Every year several learning opportunities are offered to our members such as first aid and compass 
review.  The first weekend of this May saw several of our existing and potential leaders taking part in a 
one day leaders workshop held at the Strathcona Wilderness Institute information hut on Mt 
Washington.   

As we head for the summer months the learning continues with a one day compass and GPS course 
planned for June and another first aid session being offered in the fall. 

With the trip schedule being added to almost daily it is shaping up to be a busy year. Cheers! 

Hike BC 
Pat Harrison, President 

Hike BC has been busy extending the National Hiking Trail throughout B.C. As Canada’s oldest national 
trail, it is important we incorporate this into B.C. as well as other provinces. Hike BC has been working 
with the municipalities of the Fraser Valley to extend a spur trail to connect with the Pacific Crest Trail 
in Manning Provincial Park. We have about half of the trail in place at the moment. The National Hiking 
Trail also has a signed route from Peace Arch in Surrey to Vancouver.   

We also are close to finalizing the Sunshine Coast Trail from Langdale to Powell River with the help of 
the Powell River Parks and Wilderness Association and the Sunshine Coast Trail Society, along with the 
help of the Sunshine Coast Regional District, the BC Tourism Bureau in Langdale, and the seven 
communities on the Sunshine Coast.   

Our northern route is just that, a route that still needs to be worked on from Tweedsmuir Park to 
Jasper National Park.   Hike BC will be having their AGM in Quesnel in June.   Hike BC, as well being a 
member of the FMCBC, is also a member of the Canadian Trails Federation and the Outdoor Recreation 
Council of B.C., and is recognized by the Province in the Provincial Trail Strategy as one of two national 
trails in B.C. 

Island Mountain Ramblers 
Sherry Durnford 

The Island Mountain Ramblers is in their 57th year as a hiking club.  This year there were a number of 
day hikes and some good camping trips that were all well attended including the wildside trail family 
hike on Flores Island and Maud Island via Quadra Island.   We are fortunate to have a "techie" on the 
executive who has taken our website up a few notches and we've seen a corresponding increase in 
membership.  Thanks to John Young's coordination, we had another successful "best of Vancouver 
International Film Festival" showing which helped raise funds for purchase of snowshoes for the club 
and a personal locator beacon.   We look forward to using the funds that FMCBC has granted us this 
year to purchase trail clearing equipment to improve trails in the Cowichan Lake area and other areas. 

We look forward to an active and fun summer, 2015! 

Kamloops Hiking Club 
Dave Schmidt 

This has been another full year of events for the Kamloops Hiking Club.   We had a total of 175 events 
in 2014. If all holds true, we should be offering the same number or more in 2015. Our popularity has 
grown in the community. The KHC website has had 750 visits per day this year, as opposed to 275 visits 
per day last year. We have grown to 200 members this year. 
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We offer a range of activities catering to a broad range of abilities year round. We are lucky as 
Kamloops offers many terrific local destinations to hike, bike and snowshoe. 

Winter finds the club primarily snowshoeing. As spring arrives, hiking begins. Many day hikes are 
offered locally. Our club also does day trips to other destinations, such as Yak, Zupjok and Trophy 
Peaks. We also have a Peak Series where participating members can register the peaks they have 
“bagged”. 
Backpacking has become more popular this year. The club has held a seminar for beginning 
backpackers. As the interest has grown, KHC has added trips to Stein Valley, Mt. Robson and Mt. 
Assiniboine. “Camp and Hike” trips are also planned for Revelstoke in July, Waterton Lakes for August 
and Yoho in Semptember. 

Summer brings biking and kayaking. Kayaking trips have included day trips on local rivers and lakes. 
Multi day trips include other destinations such as Murtle and Mahood lakes Much of the mountain biking 
is done on the many local trails. Road/ hybrid bikes plan trips to other locations such as Salmon Arm, 
Enderby and Logan Lake. 

Please check out our website http://www.kamloopshikingclub.net/  

North Shore Hikers  
Christina Jacobs 

 
Our club had a great year with snow being the biggest challenge 
for the trip leaders: lack of snow in the winter months made 
snowshoeing more of a dream than a reality and the presence of 
deep snow in the spring months made hiking quite an adventure. 

With the opening of the Sea to Sky Gondola last year, the club has 
added numerous hikes in the Squamish area exploring the new 
trails onto Mount Habrick and Skypilot. The rejuvenated upper 
levels Shannon Falls trail to the upper Gondola base became the 
new Squamish Grind for our midweek hikers.  The summer camp 
in Kananaskis country – see picture – was attended by 30 happy 
hikers and offered incredible hikes and scrambles in   that area of 

the Rockies. The camp continues to be very popular and has become the premium event of our club. 
This year we will be back in the Rocky Mountains. 

Our social events, held four times per year, consist of slide show presentations accompanied by snacks, 
desserts and refreshments provided by the club. Presentations were very diverse in both destinations 
and activities: Hiking in the UK countryside, Biking and Barging in Holland, Kayaking in the Baha, 
Travels in Morocco, Hiking the John Muir Trail and more. Since last June we had more than 50 trip 
leaders who led almost 200 events locally covering hiking, cycling, skiing and backpacking. We write 
about those in our trip reports that you can read on our website accompanied by some great 
photography.  

The club continues to provide broad support to members by participating to several club nights 
discounts hosted by the MEC stores in Vancouver and North Vancouver, offering subsidies for safety and 
backcountry preparedness courses, and more recently organizing a free communication workshop.   

Our Website has been updated last year and hopefully made more user-friendly. We are also making 
progress on an increased presence on the Facebook. Our biggest achievement in the digital technology 
field is our on-line membership registration process including the on-line waiver processing and fee 
payment. Pay us a web visit at www.northshorehikes.org 

North Vancouver Outdoors Club 
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Geraldine Meade, Director 

We are a small, fairly tight knit group; only about 50 members. However, we do make up for 
this with our enthusiasm and friendliness. Most of the members who come out regularly have 
known each other since the early 80’s, so that speaks to the loyalty and warmth of the 
members. It feels like a family. 
Most or our members are lucky to live on the beautiful North Shore of Vancouver, so we have 
easy access to terrific hiking. 

Here is a sampling of some of the hikes/backpacks done in the past year: 

Sunset Trail Crossover, Marriott Basin ( near Pemberton), High Falls Creek, Elk Thurston, 
Backpack to Manning Park doing Windy Joe and Mt Frosty, Coquihalla Needle, ( overnight), Elfin 
Lakes, ( overnight), Diamond Head, Tunnel Bluffs, Mountain Lake, various hikes to the 
backcountry area of the new Squamish Gondola. 

We have frequent bike trips to various locations on the North Shore, and sometimes to other 
areas, such as Sumas. 

We also meet weekly to hike up the Flint and Feather trail on Grouse Mountain, which involves 
a bit of scrambling, and picnic at the top. ( this club is really into food also!) 
There is an annual Christmas Party and Summer Croquet Tournament and BBQ. 
We had a booth this year at the VIMFF, highlighting the club’s activities; and will be having 
another one at  MEC in North Vancouver on June 6, 2015. 

We have monthly trip planning meetings; at the end of each meeting we hold a raffle and 
donate the money to the Lion’s Bay Search and Rescue. We sometimes have featured speakers/
slideshows at our monthly meetings as well, and of course there is usually tasty food. 

If you are ever in our neighbourhood, please don’t hesitate to join us on one of our hikes or 
bike rides, we would love to have you along! 

Penticton Outdoors Club 
Jerry Monahan, President 

I believe The POC is the latest club to join the FMCBC. Our club has been going strong since the mid 
70's. Over the past few years newer members have commented on our low yearly dues structure and 
lack of liability insurance. Last summer a committee was formed to talk with other clubs about their 
practice regarding dues and insurance. To make a long story short we raised our dues and joined the 
Fed on May 1. Jodi Appleton was extremely helpful and answered any and all questions we had. 

Our club right now has 50 paid members and 10 Honorary Lifetime Members. We hold weekend hikes 
from March till November. The majority of our hikes are moderately difficult, taking between 4.5 to 6 
hrs. We stick to between 900m and 1300m in early and late season and head to the Alpine (2500+m) in 
mid-summer. In winter we do snowshoeing and ski touring. For the past 6 years we have had summer 
road trips. This year’s will be to Wells Grey Park and last year we went to the Monashee's. 

One of our members, Andrew Drouin, heads South Okanagan Trail Alliance and we have done trail 
clearing with his group.  We send our apologies for not sending someone to this year's AGM but it was 
short notice and we hope to send a representative in the future.  

Quadra Island Outdoor Club 
Debbie Quigg 

The Quadra Island Outdoor Club is a new, small club.  We have just completed our second year.  We 
have about 30 members from a population base of about 2,700 on Quadra Island.  We hold mostly 
hiking trips, with quite a lot of kayaking in the summer.  We've had virtually no snow locally since we 
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started operating, unfortunately, or we would have snow trips. Our organization does not maintain or 
build trails.  We're a minimalist and informal club, with an active webpage. 

In 2014-15 we had 44 trips or events: 25 hikes, 4 kayaking day-trips, 2 backpacking or multi-day hiking 
trips, 5 multi-day kayak trips, 1 snow shoe trip, 5 educational events (including charts and compass, 
kayak self-rescue, and mushroom identification), and 2 planning meetings.   Our trip size is quite small, 
with hiking day-trips averaging a bit over 7 participants and kayaking day-trips over 5.  Hiking 
participation has been growing, partly because we are doing more trips which are not in the Quadra 
Trail map. 

There is a lot happening with outdoor activities on Quadra, with over 100 new climbing routes, lots of 
mountain bike trail construction, and an emerging integrated trail strategy.  The land joining the 
Octopus Islands and Small Inlet Parks was acquired in 2014 to form a contiguous park after more than a 
decade of effort. 

South Okanagan Trail Alliance  
Andrew Drouin, President 

This past year was a busy one for the Trail Alliance, and in so many ways.   For a relatively new club 
(entering our third year) we managed to accomplish an astounding amount of work and access to 
terrain under Crown and Park Partnership Agreements.  While small, we are rather mighty :-) 

A paramount accomplishment was to re-sign an expanded Partnership Agreement with the Crown.  This 
continuance offers our club access to a large swath of land between the outskirts of the City of 
Penticton and an alpine FSR dubbed “The 201“.  

This mass of land is already classed as multi-use / recreational, and as such, saves us significant energy 
in applying for a Section 56 or 57. 

Aside from regular maintenance of the existing trails on the land, one of our chief projects on this 
terrain will be to present the valley’s first recreational trail featuring legal, signed and sanctioned 
technical trail features (TTFs).   This term represents small structures that would normally be referred 
to as ‘stunts’, ‘jumps’ and ‘skinnies’. 

Our efforts on this project represent a nod to one of our user-groups: mountain bikers.   It also 
represents the very first legal TTF trail structures that have existed in the South Okanagan to date.  
The TTFs are being constructed of pressure-treated material, fastened together with the highest 
quality, oversized / galvanized and zinc-dipped bolts and screws available.  Projects are currently being 
built for delivery on-site in August. 

Our crew has been fortunate enough to receive support for tools and materials from the City of 
Penticton, the C.O.P. Parks Dept. and the FMCBC.   This generous support has allowed us to purchase 
high quality tools and materials for our projects. 

We’ve also expanded our Partnership Agreements with BC Parks, and now enjoy access to sanction, sign 
and maintain trails in three local provincial parks - encompassing several hundred square kilometers of 
land in the South Okanagan. 

One of our side-projects this year included working with a local hiking club to educate them on the 
benefits of joining the FMCBC.   This finds the Penticton Outdoor Club as the newest member of the 
FMCBC! 

The past year has found us organizing and carrying out monthly ‘trail-days’, spring, summer and fall, 
with nearly one hundred volunteers (some members, some not) showing up to take on various tasks. 

The future looks bright for the South Okanagan Trail Alliance and we look forward to helping spread the 
word about the FMCBC throughout the Okanagan valley! 
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Vancouver Island Spine Trail Association 
Gil Parker, President 

VISTA has had a very intensive year following our conference in Courtenay last summer.   We brought 
together over 85 trail builders, promoters and users, to discuss issues of access, liability, funding, etc.  
Since that time we have emphasized on-the-ground efforts to complete trails on Crown land where 
access is less difficult. 

VI Spine, the short name for our trail, will eventually provide a 700 km non-motorized, backcountry 
trail servicing hikers, runners, and in many places, bikers and equestrians.   Our trail will make 
connections between existing trails and add new trail where necessary, to provide a continuous route, 
marked with signs and flashers.   While some of the trail utilizes old railroad grades and other existing 
trails suitable for bicycles and horses, as a minimum the VI Spine will be a light trail cut through the 
forest, easily followed by hikers and runners. 

This year we have made connections with three First Nations groups in the North Island, the Kwakiutl 
and Namgis nations and the Nanwakolis Council, who have been initially supportive of our concept. 
Once their agreement is achieved, we will be focusing on two sections running south from Port Hardy to 
Nimpkish Lake, approximately 55 km, partly along the east coast of the Island and partly inland.   We 
are also working on a section from Strathcona dam running north towards Schoen Lake Provincial Park, 
a 48 km section through spectacular mountain ranges. The plan is to complete the 103 km in 2015.  
VISTA is seeking funding to complete these and connecting sections between. 

With Board directors in Victoria, Nanaimo, Port Hardy, Port Alberni, and Courtenay, we are seeking 
ways for volunteers to assist in this major effort. Our long-range plan is to complete the North Island 
sections by 2016. The CRD and CVRD expect to complete the Malahat gap in 2016 also.  The latter will 
give us a continuous trail from Victoria to Lake Cowichan, usable by all non-motorized users.   VI Spine 
is already complete from the west end of Cowichan Lake to Port Alberni.   While work on access issues 
will still remain to be done for four gaps in the trail, a substantial portion of the trail (~ 70 %), should 
be usable by the beginning of 2017. 

Varsity Outdoor Club (UBC) 
Else Bosman, FMCBC Director 

Total members: ~875 

The VOC has 146 trips listed in the period between May 2014 and April 2015. These trips vary between 
day hikes, climbing trips, bicycle tours, backcountry skiing trips and many instructional courses. On top 
of these activities, the VOC is also active in organizing slide/film shows during the winter months and 
BBQ’s on the beach during the summer months to enhance the interaction between members and 
create a strong feeling of unity.  

During the beginning of the academic year, many students sign up for the VOC to gain access to the 
outdoors. To engage and educate the new members, the VOC organizes yearly instructional trips. Also 
many beginner friendly trips are organized, which doesn’t necessarily mean that the level of trip is 
easy, but that there are experienced people coming on the trip to make sure that beginners are not 
very miserable during those trips. Climbing is very popular during the spring/summer months and the 
VOC organizes weekends (Son of Rock, long hike) where the art of rock climbing will be explained to 
members, divided in different levels (rock 1-4). Varying from ‘how to put on a harness’ in level 1 to 
‘learn how to tread climb’ in level 4 groups. Other instructional trips are focused on bouldering, ice 
climbing and glacier safety during glacier school and avalanche skills in AST-1 and AST-2 in combination 
with Canada West Mountain School.  

Last year was another successful year for the VOC in terms of trail maintenance and hut work. Several 
‘work hikes’ were organized to the Harrison hut that is built and under the care of the VOC. The money 
from the 2014 FMCBC grand is being spend on the restoration of an outhouse, close to the Meager 
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Creek Hotsprings. In addition, members of the VOC succeeded in building a bridge across the Barr 
Creek, sponsored with the MEC-grant. The construction activities of last year are now completed and 
the Harrison hut is now accessible to mountaineers and other outdoor lovers.  

Since this spring, the Brew hut has the luxury of solar powered lights which seem to work very well. 
The oil lamps that were in the hut are being repaired and will return to the hut as backup lighting. 
Finally, in combination with the Squamish Access Society the VOC contributed to construct the Murrin 
Loop Trail. This trail is designed to connect existing and potential crags on a 2 Km loop with an 
outstanding destination viewpoint for the hiking public.  

The VOC holds a big collection of outdoor gear (climbing shoes and harnesses, skies, snowshoes, 
helmets, crampons etc…) that can be used by the members in exchange for a deposit. With the help of 
a long term gear plan, the VOC tries to replace older equipment and extend the current collection. 
Last year’s purchases are manly rock climbing gear and avalanche beacons. The ownership of this gear 
enables many members to enjoy different forms of outdoor sport. 

So overall, The VOC has had a very successful year with many new outdoor enthusiasts and trips. 

The Varsity Outdoors Club Okanagan (VOCO) 
Aaron Clements, President  
 
VOCO is the student outdoors club at UBC’s Okanagan campus, and has existed for nine years. The 
student body has reached a steady size in recent years and this has been reflected in our 
membership, which fluctuates around 300-350, consisting mostly of undergraduates.  The annual 
budget is supported by fees from student memberships, and also grants from the University of 
British Columbia Okanagan Students Union Okanagan.  We have a 40’ shipping container located on 
campus which contains all of our gear, which has recently become very full with the addition of a 
handful of loaned canoes and kayaks – sought-after assets for a club surrounded by lakes. Members 
can come and borrow this gear for free during scheduled times throughout the week.  The club 
purchases approximately $2500 to 3500 of gear every year, and have started to see an increase in 
gear being donated to the club by VOCO alumni and other community members. 
 
We are highly active from September to April, reflecting the academic year, while members 
continue to rent equipment throughout the summer. The executive made an effort to run more 
beginner-accessible trips this year, to introduce people to the outdoors and encourage more 
members to get involved.  Our annual “Intro to Rock Climbing” weekend which drew 150 members 
to the Skaha Bluffs was a resounding success, as was the new “Intro to Crack Climbing” event at the 
Aberdeen columns. Other highlights included 50 members ascending Okanagan Mountain to stay at 
Divide Lake (many hiking and camping for the first time), 50 sleeping in quinzees at Darke Lake 
(almost all for the first time), 40+ making the trip to Smith Rock for the November long weekend 
and another 50 heading to surf in Tofino, 40+ hiking the Adams river during the peak of the salmon 
run, and a three-day, 20-person paddling trip on Lillooet Lake. Numerous other climbing clinics, 
overnight hiking and camping, skiing, surfing, biking, simple day trips, informative talks, and hot-
spring soaking trips took place as well. 
 
Social events such as a public concert in the campus pub, a gear swap, and even a fencing clinic, all 
helped members to meet one another. This year we introduced a mid-year Special General Meeting 
(SGM) to give members some mid year feedback on the club and gain input for gear purchases etc.  
The year end AGM also saw good attendance. We again enabled groups of our members to take 
Avalanche Skills Training and Wilderness First Aid courses at discounted rates through local 
companies and subsidy from the club. This is an important consideration for our club as many of our 
members pick up new outdoor pursuits at university, therefore requiring the related skillsets to use 
our club gear and stay safe.  
 
VOCO caters to a very broad range of people, and this was reflected in the range of activities we 
facilitated this year. We have a very active facebook group, and a weekly newsletter.  2015 marks 
the first year that the club will be trying to put together an annual journal.  Our newly revamped 
website is continuing to develop, and we are looking to move towards online payments for 
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membership this year. Long-term aspirations include acquiring permanent on-campus space and 
continuing to upgrade and acquire gear. We are also researching the future possibility of a local hut 
being built or an existing structure adopted.   
 
Our young club is continuing to go from strength to strength. The new executive is mostly fresh 
faces and we have much planned for the coming year.  We have added a specific position to help us 
reach our more to the graduate student population on campus now that portion of the student body 
is growing.  We are keen to work with other groups in the area on trails or other projects, so make 
sure to introduce yourself to Craig Nichol (our founding member and faculty representative), who 
will be attending the AGM on our behalf. 

   
~~~
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