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Project t it le Harrison Hut Outhouse Renewal

Total cost of project 1270

Amount received from the
FMCBC towards your project

1270

Did you successfully complete
your project?

Yes

If you answered Yes to the
question above, when was your
project completed?

August 31 2014

Please describe how your project
went including any challenges,
surprises, or highlights. If your
project was not completed
please use this space to explain
why it  was not completed.

Find below a most entertaining trip/construction report provided by the
inimitable Roland Burton, to be published in our 2014/15 club journal:

The original outhouse at the Harrison Hut was built 30 years ago and it
needed replacing. It was built among huge glacier boulders, and there was
no soil suitable for digging a pit. It had been repeatedly invaded by marmots,
aka “shit beavers”, which dug around in the poop and the used toilet paper,
scattering it around. It was time for a replacement. 

The FMCBC offers a Member Club Grant Fund each year. We applied for
money to build the outhouse, and they very kindly supplied us with $1 270.
The outhouse was going to happen!

Nobody in the Club offered any experience with building outhouses, so I
offered to build it. We had three important decisions to make, and they were
decided as follows:

First, one group wanted to have the outhouse very tall so that it would stick
out of the snow, despite there being no reasonable un-mechanized way to
get to the outhouse in the winter, and we didn't expect a lot of helicopter
traffic. I did not think that this was a very good idea because a tall outhouse,
such as the one we built at our Phelix Hut, is extremely heavy and difficult to
move, and you do have to move it once the pit becomes full. It's more
expensive to build, heavier to transport, and heavier to fly in. So the one we
built is only around 9 1/2 ft high. We did not have a specific place to build it,
but we wanted it close enough to the hut that it would be used, where it
would not drain into any streams, and where there would be ground suitable
for digging a pit. It remains to be seen what the snow accumulation is like at
our site.

Second, we investigated the “move the poop, not the outhouse” solution to
the problem of what to do once it becomes full. We found something called a
“luggable loo”. It consists of a plastic toilet seat which can be attached to a
standard 20 litre plastic pail. Some arithmetic suggested that a pail might
hold around 100 person/days before the pail needed to be emptied, and the
pails when full are light enough to be carried several hundred metres from
the hut and dumped among the trees. The outhouse would then provide
privacy and nothing more. Some discussion about diverting urine ensued
and we concluded that our female members would prefer to not pee beside
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the outhouse, even though this would avoid hauling buckets of pee
unnecessarily. We were undecided which way to go when it came time to
build the outhouse so I pre-fabbed with two options: (A) the so-called
traditional “long drop” which requires digging a pit below the outhouse, and
when the pit becomes full, the outhouse must be moved, and (B) the
“luggable” alternative, where the outhouse need never be moved, but we
might have several full buckets of poop standing around waiting for
somebody to empty them. We tried the luggable apparatus and we found it
attracted perfectly terrifying flies and then nobody wanted to go near it. And
the seats weren't very comfortable. The hut is not maintained on a regular
basis and random people, not knowing any better, are likely to dump the
pails into the drinking water stream. Finally, Jeff Mottershed offered to dig us
a “25 year hole”, so we went for the traditional option.

Third, we were undecided about whether to paint the outhouse pink. The
gable on the Phelix outhouse is pink because that was the only colour I had
available at the time, but it seems satisfactory. But we were afraid that the
FMCBC would be outraged by a pink outhouse and we figured they
deserved a bit of respect as they were paying the bills. Anyway, I couldn't
find industrial strength mistint in pink. So we got some industrial-strength
mistint, grey, not pink, and the results don't look too shabby. Just to frustrate
the shit beaver, we wrapped a 36 inch sheet of aluminium around the bottom
of the outhouse, which should stop all but the tallest shit beavers from
eating it.

The outhouse was prefabbed and painted in my back yard in Vancouver.
Transporting it to Pemberton (and beyond), looked expensive until Piotr, who
planned to drive his jeep up to Pemberton to attend Ignacio's wedding,
kindly offered to drive up with the prefabbed outhouse strapped to his roof.
The helicopter pilot suggested that we could save the ferrying charges if we
were willing to have it flown in whenever it was convenient for him, but
apparently it was never convenient for him, so we split the ferry charges
with ourselves, flying in the Barr Creek Bridge and the hut reno supplies and
the outhouse, on several trips.

The cost of the outhouse, paid for out of the FMCBC grant, looked
something like this: 

Materials $350
jeep $150
Helicopter $770

Total $1 270 supplied by the FMCBC grant.

List 1 to 3 lessons you learned
through your project

- Expertise is hard to cultivate in a student club with high turnover, so
experienced members are invaluable!
- Outhouses are not a sexy topic, but with a bit of humor one can usually
convince people to work on them :)
- Marmots like to mess with outhouses.

Approximately how many
volunteer hours (if any) were
involved in your project?

20

Please include links to press
releases, newsletter art icles,
blog posts and/or social media
and website updates which
recognize the FMCBC's financial
contribution to your project.

http://www.ubc-voc.com/funding
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Please upload a minimum of 2
and maximum of 10 photos of
your project -  please submit
these in JPEG or PNG format.
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