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Chilliwack Recreation Advisory Group (CRAG) Meeting Notes October 2016 
 
Attending: Tom Blackbird (DRO RSTBC), Cathy Ross (Technician RSTBC), Leon 
Lebrun (Trails BC), Kim Reeves (4-wheel Drive Assn of BC), Karin Smith 
(Backcountry Horsemen BC), Brian Romak (Chilliwack Snowmobile Club), Tom 
Timmerman (Dual-Sport BC), Neil Hawkings (Dual-Sport BC), Mike Overhoff 
(Dual-Sport BC), Peter Friesen (Dual-Sport BC), Doug Young (Blue Mountain 
Motorcycle Club), Ray Keller (Greater Vancouver Motorcycle Club), Dwight 
Harris (Greater Vancouver Motorcycle Club), Karen Black (Right Nuts ATV Club), 
Doug Storozynski (Chilliwack River Valley Cavers), Meghan Jackson (Fraser 
Valley Regional District), Eugen Hulak (Cascade Offroad Motorcycle Club), Ryan 
Thom (Blue Mountain Motorcycle Club), Ray Heppner (Cascade Offroad 
Motorcycle Club), Jack Bryceland (Federation of Mountain Clubs of BC). 
 
Abbreviations: 
RST: Recreation Sites & Trails Branch of the Ministry of Forests, Lands & Natural 
Resource Operations (FLNRO) 
DRO: District Recreation Officer 
FSR: Forest Service Road 
WHA: Wildlife Habitat Area 
NSR: Not Satisfactorily Restocked 
RT: Recreation Technician 
CO: Conservation Officer 
 
 
 
Announcements: 
 
Mike Peters has been selected as the District Manager, he starts October 31st. 
Mike will be half time between here and Powell River until he officially comes to 
the Chilliwack office in January 2017.  
 
Date of the next CRAG meeting has been moved to November 28th as RST team 
will be attending their yearly AGM. 
 
Additions to the Agenda: 
 
Logging up Tamihi Creek 
 
Stave West : 
 

- There have been challenges with Mission to find out what their objectives 
are.  
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- -Mission has extended their boundaries over Crown Land imposing ‘No 
Fires’ bylaws and closing their area down earlier than the Province. The 
legalities of all this is being looked into.  

- Federal and Provincial laws go down, when municipalities make laws they 
don’t affect Crown Land. 

- There was an Issue this past summer, with the gate being closed and 
locked. Mission has to have authorization from the FLNRO District 
Manager. The District Manager is the only person who can close an FSR.  

- Mission is pushing to have several campsites developed in their area, 
currently the DRO is supportive on only one of their plans, Clarification is 
required for the other sites proposed and they don’t have a plan for how 
they are going to fund the project. 

- 4WDABC President has concerns that their interests in the area have not 
been taken seriously. 4WDABC view themselves as a major stakeholder 
in the area with the mudflats being a crucial 4x4 recreational area.  

- The Mission imposed ‘No Fires’ Bylaws and the locking of the entrance 
gate are viewed by the 4WDABC as an agenda to remove 4x4’s from the 
area.  

- The 4WDABC stated that they have participated in good faith for 7 years. 
but may have to pull out of discussions and start opposing the process by 
taking the direction of challenging the No Fires Bylaw and the locking of 
the gate.  

- The 4WDABC has submitted an application to Front Counter BC for their 
historical 4x4 Toy run. DRO has followed up with Front Counter BC and 
has not heard back. The Toy Run is scheduled for the last week in 
November.         

- DRO provided a very rough overview of how the Stave Lake area is 
divided land managers involved: The Initial entrance, the first section is 
Highways section because they constructed it. BC Hydro from the gate, to 
the boat launch. The municipality of Mission to Rocky Point and then 
Crown/FLNRO. 

 
UPDATES IN DISTRICT: 
 
Vedder/ WHA’s Expansions:  
 

- Engineering work is close to being completed and was held off due to 
recent storms. They hope to be wrapped up by the end of this week.  

- Clay being put on the road, drifting 4x4’s, mudbogging in ditches; several 
hundred more trees have been cut down.  

- If the road was to be upgraded for logging activities, the costs associated 
would be put on the licensee, The current costs are to FLNRO because of 
two leases. Someone put an agricultural application in for Turkey Farming 
lease, that failed then the same people applied for a trout farm which 
failed. Then during the renewal stage of the residential lease application, 
no one from FLNRO was informed/consulted and there was a clause 
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saying “access to be provided”. As a result the road needed to be 
upgraded for residential access.  

- RST and Engineering are in discussions regarding the capping of the 
road. 

- New call out signs for logging trucks have been noted. Perhaps logging 
companies will cap the road,   

- At approximately 7 km culvert overflowing .   
- WHA’s in the area are in the process of expansion, there is a species of 

risk hub on Vedder Mountain.  
- Growing plants somewhere else and bringing them in. Remediation work 

but is it a natural system if they keep transplanting it.  
- How will WHA’s affect recreation? Walking trails of no concerns, looking at 

expansions will make it bigger than before, some areas almost 
overlapping each other now. How do WHA’s and Logging work together? 
Not legislated to stay clear, WHA has the creek being the core area 
outside of that is the contributing factor area, Green up area, standards 
are 3 metres, and that varies, 3-4 years then 8 years slower growing 
cycle. Hauling natural regrowth, blackberries and alder is taking over, 
never replanted, who’s accountable, ordinarily it falls back on the District 
Manager.  

- FSB’s Time frames in the Forest. NSR land, harvesting stuff, more trees 
being taken out than being replanted. Cutblocks on the whole ridge of 
Vedder Mountain.   

 
Garbage Chilliwack Valley: 
 

- The Chilliwack Valley has an ongoing problem with the dumping of 
garbage and human waste issues. 

- These issues have negative impacts to the area and there have been 
letters to the Minister. 

- Roadside outhouses may be a solution however the sites are close to the 
road Right of Way for highways. Highways would have to be approached 
as a potential partner. 

- Approximately $13,000 to install a urine diversion toilet and still doing 
research to see what numbers that can serve. 

- Porta Potties are normally rented and if they are damaged, organizations 
are responsible for the repair costs. 

- Locations for consideration, Larson Hill, Vedder, Climbing Wall / Limit 
Hole, Borden Creek where the rafters put in. 

- This past summer Langley launched a campaign targeting illegal dumping 
#IDIOT: http://globalnews.ca/news/2806041/township-of-langley-
campaign-targets-idiots-who-dump-garbage-illegally/ 

- RT will be going out into the Chilliwack Valley with Edna Hobbs of the 
Ratepayers Association to discuss potential solutions to the various 
problems. 

http://globalnews.ca/news/2806041/township-of-langley-campaign-targets-idiots-who-dump-garbage-illegally/
http://globalnews.ca/news/2806041/township-of-langley-campaign-targets-idiots-who-dump-garbage-illegally/
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- To report a Natural Resource Violation such as illegal dumping, 
unauthorized occupation of Crown Land (squatting), illegal cabins or 
structures, alterations to foreshores or riparian areas, illegal fire use, 
environmental damage and issues related to recreation sites and trails, 
reports can be made online at: 
https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/hen/nrv/report.htm 

 
Slesse Memorial Trail: 
 

- A Section 57 application was submitted by email but not to Front Counter 
as required http://www.frontcounterbc.ca/pdf/S57ApplicationInfoGuide.pdf 

- Review of the application found that it was missing mapping and GPS 
information,  

- Jack Bryceland advised that he has the GPS data and had sent it into 
previous RT Marina Dunn at some point.  

- Jack also pointed out that the original bridge site is a potential safety 
hazard. 

- Engineering has taken a look at the Nesakawatch FSR resulting after the 
work was done without having a road maintenance agreement. There are 
three significant avalanche tracks and will likely wash out again over the 
winter. The road has no sustainability,  

 
Harrison Lookout: 
 

- Jack Bryceland has sent Pierce Stoeckley some of the data details related 
to the original construction plans.  

- Apparently Bruce Ledingham (SWATT) may have further information and 
4WDABC may be able to be of assistance as the 4WDABC rebuilt the 
Nahatlatch Lookout. 

- 4WDABC announced that they are now involved with the Cornwall Hills 
Fire Tower and are the first motorized Club to have a partnership 
agreement with BC Parks 
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/explore/parkpgs/cornwall_hills/ 

- Jack Bryceland noted a recent Forest Fire Lookout article titled  ‘Freaks on 
the Peaks” https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2016/aug/30/us-
national-parks-fire-lookout-forest-wildfire 

-  
 
Chainsaw course October 22- 23: 
 

- Is going ahead.  
- Max size 18 but could do up to 20. 
- Day 1 will be at FLNRO office in Chilliwack and be a classroom session, 

Day 2 will be at the Tamihi Recreation Site. 
- Bring Personal Protective Equipment and chainsaws. 

 

https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/hen/nrv/report.htm
http://www.frontcounterbc.ca/pdf/S57ApplicationInfoGuide.pdf
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/explore/parkpgs/cornwall_hills/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2016/aug/30/us-national-parks-fire-lookout-forest-wildfire
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2016/aug/30/us-national-parks-fire-lookout-forest-wildfire
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FVRD Road Bylaw:  
 

- Still in consultation stages, mid November is the deadline and therefore 
there may be more to report at next CRAG meeting.  

- DRO has been sent package as have the other land managers. 
- For RST the shooting bylaws do not effect Rec Sites because there are 

already no shooting rules in place. 
- Once the package has gone out to groups, there is 45 day period for 

comment, support or concerns.* No public groups are included at this 
time. 

- The Road Bylaws re shooting distance from the roads, 400 metres, are 
enforceable by CO’s and RCMP. 

 
Hemlock: 
 
-   Plans for a controlled recreation area for Hemlock involving the Sts’ailes  
    mainline, FLNRO District Manager and community forest. 
-  The Teal-Jones Group has roads, and there are questions as to how these    
    roads can be maintained without having to deactivate them as the roads would    
    have to be dug up. 
-   There are talks with the Berezan Group around turning roads into established  
    trails. Bridges and culverts would be left in place but there are liabilities that  
    would have to be addressed.  
-   Questions regarding the roads to Francis Lake, it was suggested to contact  
    Bruce Ledingham. 
 
 
Section 56/57/58 Applications:  
 

- There is a backlog of applications to process and the current RST team 
only has access to some of the information.  

- All Clubs with applications that have been submitted prior to October 17th  
2016 are requested to ensure that their information is up to date. 

- RST will host a meeting in January for all above Clubs to discuss all the 
applications and priority.  

- More information to be provided at the next CRAG meeting. 
 
Blue Mountain: 
 

- RST now has possession of gate and has the keys. RST is in the process 
of sorting some details before handing out keys. 

- DRO has looked into the potential cutblocks and new flagging in the area, 
this has been reported as being REJECTED. 

 
Eagle Ridge Section 57:  
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- A management plan related to the Tri Cities Off Road Cycling Association 
(TORCA) and Eagle Mountain Moto (EMM) authorizations has  

           been complicated. 
     -   Consultations with other Land Managers such as BC Hydro, FortisBC,  
     City of Coquitlam, Department of Fisheries (DFO) as well as the Noons 
 Creek and Mossom Creek Hatcheries have identified several concerns  
           that have to be addressed prior to granting a long term authorization. 
     -    Rogers has made an application to put in a cell tower up on the Cypress  
          Lake FSR. The tower would be 250 metres high and be a 2 million dollar  
          project. 
     -    Engineering is currently reviewing the application and approval would be  
          granted by the District Manager in the form of a Road Maintenance  
          Agreement. 
 
 
 Tamihi Road:  
 

- There has been blasting, the road has been widened with many of the 
corners taken out heli loging and a pilot has been out checking sites. 

- The gate is open during the weekdays (when they are working) and closed 
during the weekdays (when they are not). 

 
 
 
 
 
Hogweed: 
 

- Hogweed is an invasive species and been spotted in the Valley at Lovely 
Pond, Bench Road and perhaps on the Trans Canada Trail, The sap is 
highly toxic and when in contact with the skin, can cause burns, blisters 
and scarring. Call 1-888-933-3722 and make a report if you see Hogweed. 
It was requested that a link be provided for further information: 
http://bcinvasives.ca/invasive-species/identify/invasive-species/invasive-
plants/giant-hogweed/ 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 

http://bcinvasives.ca/invasive-species/identify/invasive-species/invasive-plants/giant-hogweed/
http://bcinvasives.ca/invasive-species/identify/invasive-species/invasive-plants/giant-hogweed/

