
Chilliwack Recreation Advisory Group Meeting Notes from March 21, 2016 

Attending: Tom Blackbird (DRO RSTBC), Rose Schroeder (Back Country Horsemen of BC), Jack  

                   Bryceland (Fed Mtn Clubs BC), Peter Friesen (Dual Sport BC), Mike Overhoff (DSBC),  

                   Mike Reilly (Right Nuts ATV), Kim Reeves (4Wheel Drive Assoc of BC), Leon LeBrun (Trails BC),     

                   Ryan Thom (Blue Mtn Motorcycle Club), Doug Young (BMMC), Dwight Harris (Greater Vancouver  

                       Motorcycle Club), Brian Romak (Chwk Snowmobile C), Pat Harrison (Hike BC, National Hiking Trail),  

                       John Coles (Agassiz Trail), Bruce Ledingham (SWATT), Eugene Hulak (CORMC), Ken Hurley  

                       (HBC, BCMC, Elder College), Brian Dick (CORMC), Ray Heppner (CORMC),  

 

Guest Speakers: Steve Pedersen (Fraser Valley Dirt Riders Assoc: Sect 56 for Nickel Mine area) 

                                  Kelly Pearce (Hope Mtn Center for Outdoor Learning: Hudson Bay Trail from Hope to Tulameen) 

 

Meeting started at 7:05 pm 

 

Additional Agenda Topics – Larri Woodrow: speakers, CO Don Stahl and CWFederation 

                                          -  correction to minutes from Jan 2016 

                                          -  Hemlock Valley Master Plan 

                                          -  Share the Trails Workshop invitations 

                                          -  CO Don Stahl re: CRAG contact list 

 

Speaker: Steve Pedersen, President of the Fraser Valley Dirt Riders Association did a slide show presentation on their 

Section 56 Application for the trails in the Nickel Mine area. He describes it as an important recreational resource for 

riders, that needs protection.  FVDRA has been maintaining the trails for the past 30 years and collaborating with other 

stakeholders such as industry (logging, hydro), First Nations, locals, non-club riders, Community Forests and other 

recreational users.  CRAG participants at this meeting were asked for support of this S56.  No issues were expressed but 

not many were familiar with this area or had any experience using it for recreation.  District priorities were discussed as 

had been set out by our previous DRO: Mike Peters. 

 

Speaker: Kelly Pearce, Executive Director of the Hope Mountain Center for Outdoor Learning (Non-profit), spoke on the 

completion of the restoration of the historic Hudson Bay Brigade Trail from Hope to Tulameen.  We were given a photo 

tour of the trail. This project started in 2009 and was completed in 2015.  It is 74 km with 10 overnight campsites. See  

http://hopemountain.org/trails/hbc-heritage-trail/ 

 

Chilliwack District News 

 

1.  Nahatlatch Road – 2 issues to take care of: slide and road settling.  Closed at 18 km. Repairs likely done early 

summer. 

 

2.  West Harrison – hauling info can be had from the Forestry website https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/dck/ 

     And there will be bridge replacements done as well (2 on West Harrison and 1 on East Harrison) so there will be rolling 

closures, check website for updates.  No logging has started around the Wood Lake fire (20-26 km).  4WDABC would like 

notification of works around Hale Creek and Sunrise Lake. From the assessment of the slide above Hale Creek it is 

recommended that the area be closed to the general public and staff.  Wood Lake may be the same but still is to be 

assessed. 

 

3.  Chilliwack Valley – which roads to block because of vandalism and dumping, is still under discussion.  To block or 

to gate is one of the question that needs an answer.  This will be done but not likely till summer.   

 

4.  Vedder Staging Area – working on final approval.  An AOA (Archeological Overview Assessment) will be done by 

the end of the month.  Construction will be on the 2016 fiscal budget. 

http://hopemountain.org/trails/hbc-heritage-trail/
https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/dck/


5.  Tamihi Staging Area – discussion on noise levels still ongoing.  There was an event this past weekend with the 

proceeds going to Chwk SAR (Search and Rescue).  Locked gate reported on Tamihi East, which should be open on the 

weekends.  The intent is it is locked during the work week and left open on weekends for recreation.  ACTION: Tom will 

check into this.   

 

6.  Day Use Fees for Rec Sites – clarification needed.  Notes of the January 2016 meeting were incorrect.  The 

Chilliwack River Valley was the only area that got approval to institute fees for day use areas.  For this to be put into place 

both the host/agreement holder and the stakeholders involved have to agree.  ACTION: This correction should be posted 

out to all groups that got the January meeting notes.  

 

7.  Ham Radio Course – 14 attended. Thank you to RSTBC and the 4WDABC for organizing for volunteers and staff. 

 

8.  Chainsaw Course – Tom B reported that organization of a course is in progress likely for April. Discussion on each 

group sending 1 or 2 participants.  Please contact Rose S milkmaidrose@gmail.com with names and contact info by the 

end of March . 

 

9.  Nickel Mine Road Closure – once the improvements to the road are done and the engineers have signed off then 

the gate will be removed. 

 

10. Agassiz Trail – John Coles reported on hoping to establish a 21.3 km trail from Agassiz to Harrison Hot Springs. 

 

11. Nesakawatch Bridge – Engineers have inspected the sites of a proposed bridge. One crossing is 150 ft which is 

quite long for a suspension bridge, the other site is only 50 ft across.  Options for both sites and bridge type need to be 

explored. 

 

12.  RAPP Course – with CO Don Stahl.  ACTION: Tom B will contact Don and figure out a time frame: whether it can 

be taught at a CRAG meeting or need a separate day.  Don was also asking for a CRAG contact list to be shared with 

him.  Consensus at this meeting was that would be okay. 

 

13.  Share the Trails Workshop – May 6 and 7 in Salmon Arm.  Invitations have been sent out to Stakeholder Group 

Chairs and Presidents.  If you are wishing to attend contact your President or Rose S at the email address above. 

 

14. Hemlock Valley Master Plan – was approved last fall.  Next the Implementation Plan (including Recreation) has 

to be developed and put in place.  This should be complete within 2 years.  Open houses should start around late April.  

The controlled Rec Area cannot expand yet but likely will be phased in.  It was noted that the Master Plan states that the 

area is not conducive to motorized use. The Recreation part of the Implementation Plan will have to figure out how to work 

this out with all rec users as there are motorized trails in the area already. 

 

Meeting closed at 9:20 pm 
 

 

 

mailto:milkmaidrose@gmail.com

