
Chilliwack Recreation Advisory Group 

Meeting Notes for October 26 2015 

 

Present: Tom Blackbird (RSTBC), Cal Kaytor (SWATT), Scott Fisch (FVMBA), Rose Schroeder (HCBC), Donna Elias 

(BCHBC), Karin Smith (BCHBC), Garth Harper (GVMC), Mike Reilly (RNATV), Tom Timmerman (SWATT), Peter Friesen 

(DSBC), Mike Overhoff (DSBC), Dwight Harris (GVMC), Eugene Hulak (CORMA), Bruce Leddingham (SWATT) 

 

 Additional Agenda Items: 

     5.  Volunteer Support 

     6.  Hemlock Master Plan 

     7.  Off Road Vehicle Licensing 

     8.  Vedder Mtn Staging Areas 

     9.  Alpine Closures 

   10.  Action Items from last meeting 

 

B.  Agenda Items: 

     

     1.  Chilliwack District News: 

           a. FVRD plans/Stave West - have put forward a proposal to increase the buffer for NO SHOOTING.  400 meters 

both sides on all FSR roads and 800 meters around all staging areas and rec sites.  Both are looking for the same thing.   

Plan has been submitted to FLNRO but is not getting much support.  Most places don’t have enough use so thinking 

maybe to pick priority areas? Another meeting will be set up in the next few months. 

 

           b. West Harrison Update - ongoing works on the areas impacted by fire (erosion, slides and danger trees). Should 

be complete by next spring.  ACTION: Tom will advise user groups where work will impact motorized use.  Request that if 

anything else is noted that is a safety concern to let Tom B’s office know. 

           

     2. Tamahi Staging Area - application and decision still pending on the Run of the River IPP for Tamahi and a new 

road to access.  Concerns from both users and camp host on the use and maintenance of the new staging area.   It was 

built primarily for a staging area with minimal (8) overnight camping.   Recently there have been 18 or more rigs set in 

there for camping.  Allowed by the host.  There are only 2 outhouses, noise, vandalism, camping in unloading zone, kids 

driving inside the camping/staging area.  Tom and Marina monitor the Facility Operators who in turn monitor the Hosts. 

By overcrowding the site with overnight campers there is more income.  Question if that is coming back to the site in the 

form of maintenance? Concern that the camp host is not doing his/her job. 

 

     Discussion on Day Use Fees in RSTBC Sites for 2016 - Question raised “will some of the fee come back to projects 

for maintenance of sites and trails?”.  There seems to be no concern or support for volunteer efforts or input in these 

decisions.  Building the sites and trails is easy but long term maintenance is the difficult part.  Agreed that setting fees will 

be a contentious issue.  There are pros and cons.  There will be a RSTBC meeting in Victoria in November which will 

include discussion about day use fees. 

 

     Report on garbage being picked up on Vedder Mtn by motorizied (CORMA).  Taken to the dump by volunteer(s).  

Congratulations and thank you! 

 

     3.  Section 56 Application - a new one: Chilliwack Snow Mobile Club.  Rolling a S57 into a S56 for Mt Cheam winter 

use.  This is for snowmobile trails only that are overlaying forestry roads. 

 

    4.  Chilliwack River Valley - Thurston Rec Site and horse camping.  Horse camping is allowed and RSTBC is 

considering expanding to include corrals and (suggested) pull-through parking area for campsites.  Both BCHBC and 

HCBC suggest improving the day use area to be able to include horse trailers (consider turn around, hitching rails, 

manure storage, water) with only minimal overnight camping sites (up to 3?). 

 



     5.  Volunteer Support - Discussion on lack of support for all the efforts of volunteers.  We get lots of applause but it is 

difficult to see projects through when the paperwork takes so long to get the permission and there is not enough staff to 

help develop it or monitor the volunteers. Some of our groups have their own liability insurnace policy for trail maintenance 

etc but many volunteers are working without because they can’t access the gov’t policy unless they are signed onto an 

authorized trail.   Question: Do we need a study on how much volunteers contribute, how many $ recreation brings to the 

economy and how much of that goes back into trail and site maintenance?  Squamish did one?  Agreed that the economic 

benefit of volunteer efforts is not accounted for. 

ACTION: Rose to send information about the Forestry in BC’s Recreation Areas Conference Nov 7, Kelowna 

 

     6.  Hemlock Master Plan - the same issues Mike P had have been raised again.  Motorized concerns were to have 

been discussed with SWATT before the MP was formed/approved.  There has been no notification or consultation to date. 

Some corridors and access to trails across roads could be lost.  The staging area that SWATT and RSTBC built could be 

cut off from the trails if Highways takes over the road. SWATT/RSTBC should not have to pay to build a new staging area. 

A strategy for the safety of users needs to be discussed.  This is a huge development that will change the whole area for 

stakeholders.  SWATT has asked for a face to face meeting with Berezan (Developer) and RSTBC. 

 

     7.  Off Road Vehicle Licensing (ORV) - comes into effect Nov 1, 2015.  To be enforced by NRO’s (Natural Resource 

Officers).  ORV’s need to display a plate or a sticker.   

 

     8.  Vedder Mtn Staging Areas - one for motorized and one for non-motorized.  A consultant has visited the sites with 

the stakeholders.  They have been identified. Next step is to draw up the plan and budget. Hope to start this year and 

finish in 2016. 

      

     Discussion: closing date for input on the IPP (Independent Power Project) for Tamahi has been extended to Oct 30. 

 

     9.  Alpine Closures - ?  

 

     10.  Review of last meetings Action Items: 

Action:  All CRAG members to send stakeholder map and website links to Jack Bryceland for SAR. 

Action: Tom B will provide the volunteer that is grading the Tamahi Staging area with the permission   

            Paperwork needed to continue. 

Action: Tom B will check into the current status of gov’t insurance for volunteers working on  

            maintaining trails that are not officially authorized and report back. 

Action: Tom will find out what info the office has on the proposal for a Motorized Rec Site on Herrling  

            Island. 

Action: Leslie H will check into the 4WDABC hosting another radio use seminar. 

 
    11. Next Meeting - Nov 23, 2015, same place, same time.  Ministry of FLNRO office, Airport Rd, Chwk, 7:00 pm 

 

 

             

 

  

 

 

 


