
Chilliwack Recreation Advisory Group Meeting March 23, 2015 
Ministry of Forests Building, Airport Road, Chilliwack  

 
Attendance list: Marina Dunn (RSTBC), Jacquie Horn (RSTBC), Rose Schroeder (Horse Council BC), Scott Davis-Fisch 
(FVMBA),  Mike Overhoff (DSBC),  Brian Romak (CSC),  Peter Friesen (DSBC),  Leon LeBrun (TBC), Garth Harper 
(GVMC), Jack Bryceland (FMCBC),  Mike Reilly (RNATV), Karin Smith (BCHBC), Kim Reeves (4WDABC), Pat Harrison 
(HikeBC/NHT), Randy MacAhonic (Chwk Fish and Game Club), Tom Timmerman (DSBC), Bruce Ledingham (SWATT), 
Cal Caytor (SWATT), Dwight Harris (GVMC), Tanya Welk (RNATV), Sam Waddington (FMCBC) 
 
1.  Welcome and Introduction of Guests: (no guests) 
 
2.  Chilliwack District News - The position for the District Recreation Officer was re-posted due to insufficient qualified 
applicants. Posting was closed March 18 with no updates.  Marina will continue with Acting DRO position.  Jacquie’s 
position is extended to the end of May 2015. 

 

RST Chilliwack attended the BC Sportsman Show at Tradex again this year.  It was very successful. Will only 

attend the one show this year. 

 

Marina and Jacquie attended the Share the Trails Workshop hosted by ORC and HCBC. Marina suggested a 

topic for next year: how are groups managing multi-use or shared-use trails.  Rose will forward to HCBC. 

 

Discussion on West Harrison Sites contract. There are 8 Rec Sites in the partnership agreement held by the 

Sts’ailes Band.  They in turn have hired Bruce Leddingham to manage them. 
 
 

3.  District Priorities - support for all agreement holders and year end spending commitments for completion of 

contracts. 
 

4.  Tamahi Staging Area Update - project is complete and there is no budget left. This was a very successful 

project thanks to all the volunteers and donors.  Tamahi site was built to recover costs to maintain it but with the 

# of day users (no fee) and general traffic, camping fees alone cannot do this.  Discussion on user fees:  

Agreement holder’s income from sites has not been sufficient to keep up to costs of maintaining sites. 

Provincially RSTBC uses a formula to calculate what the fees should be.  This year (2015) the formula suggests 

that the fees should be $15 (was $13 in 2014).  Choices to help with cost of maintaining campsites and day use 

area: 

1.  Government supplies the extra cost. 

2.  Camping fees go up and a Day Use fee is put in place 

 

The issue: a letter to this effect became public through Facebook which it should not have and has since been 

retracted.  Nothing has been decided yet.  Volunteers are concerned about the Day Use fee as there has been no 

Public consultation.  Other points of discussion were: 

- would day use fees improve sites? 

- would $ raised be returned to sites and trails maintenance? 

- could volunteer groups man day use sites and collect the fees to use for volunteer trail maintenance? 

- RSTBC does have a few sites already that charge day use fees 

- BCParks dropped their day use fees as it was too difficult to manage 

- this is a Provincial issue not just the Chilliwack District 

- a contractor would have to hire another employee to man day use sites and collect fees.  Collection boxes  

  do not work. 

- Marina is supplying this information only and does not make the decision.  A letter from the Minister should  

  be coming out Tuesday? John Hawkings and Robert V will then organize a meeting with clubs/stakeholders 

(by invitation). 

- building and maintaining a site are two different things.  There is a cost to maintaining.  It was agreed that  

  volunteers are great at building but not as good at maintaining. 



- if there were a person on site to collect day use fees, security would be an added bonus. 

-  what kind of signage could be designed to keep day users out of camping sites? 

 

- ACTION:  have Bruce Ledingham and Wayne Furness attend the meeting if possible.  It was felt that they 

have a good sense of both sides of the argument.  

 

Request - by Tom T for 2 more picnic tables for Tamahi Staging Area. Also discuss signage to educate day users 

vs overnight camping spots. 

 

Issue: Bell Acres and noise - Laurie Throness (MLA Chilliwack Hope) and Orion Engar (FVRD Area E) have 

sent a petition about the noise from Tamahi to the Legislative Assembly.  The House supports the staging area 

but want RSTBC to help mitigate the issues of noise, safety, compliance and education.  RSTBC has already 

taken lots of steps to do this and Tom T has met to discuss with Laurie T. 

 

5.  BCTS Stakeholder Project - Enrique and Andrew continue to collect info from user groups to chart their 

areas of interest and concerns.  This will be used when planning cutblocks and harvesting.  They report it is 

50% complete. If your group has not yet supplied them with info please contact Andrew and make an appt. 

Andrew.Boxwell@gov.bc.ca or 604-702-5747. 

 

6.  TRAFX Trail Counters - Jacquie reports all are out except 2.  Contact Jacquie if you have a trail you would 

like one on.  Jacquie.horn@gov.bc.ca 604-702-5700.  For groups considering to purchase their own approx cost 

is $500 as you can use the RSTBC Shuttle. 

 

7.  Stave West Management Master Plan - the final Master Plan will be sent to the Ministers on March 31, 

2105. 

     Kim Reeves made some comments on behalf of 4WDBC.  Key issue seems to be the mud flats use. There 

was a suggestion that they could close down the mud flats but that would cause a lot of issues with the 

recreational sector.  Marina suggests that they can’t do anything until an Arch Study, Environmental Study, 

Impact Assessment etc. are all done. It would be very costly for RSTBC to have to close all access off. 

 

8.  Vedder Mtn Interpretive Forest - Sect 56 Application is done.  Now have to have VMTA decide who will 

be signing off on the Partnership Agreement. Ernie K from VMTA is going to set up a meeting with Marina to 

discuss.  Discussion on Vedder Mtn Maps: who do they belong to?  Can they be distributed?  VMTA groups 

supplied the gps trail data info but the maps were built by RSTBC and BCTS with their info overlaid.  Marina 

suggested that the maps were NOT made for distribution.  VMTA has had a request from a non-member for a 

map. 

 

Discussion on NTC $ available from RSTBC for Vedder Mtn projects: Question - Motorized (BCORMA) 

applied for and were successful with a matching commitment from RSTBC (Mike at the time) of $50,000.00 

Non Motorized (FVMBA) applied for same but were not successful but RSTBC (Mike) has also committed  

$50,000.00.  Marina suggested that the whole $100,000.00 will still be available to the VMTA projects. 

She anticipates some of it will be spent on things like: AIA, a Project Manager to plan the staging areas.   

Reminder : the project needs to be complete by Dec 31, 2015.  The NTC $ are apportioned 50% on successful 

application, 20% part way through (reporting), 20% when finished with a 10% hold back till final reporting is 

done.   

  

Discussion on Signed Partnership Agreements: Question - are groups that are not recognized registered societies 

under the Societies Act covered by the Volunteer Insurance Policy provided to volunteers by RSTBC?  A 

Section from Schedule C reads:  

 Insurance 

     A.  Unless the Agreement Holder is al local Government, a government corporation, a board of education, a 

public post secondary institution or similar public sector entity: 

mailto:Andrew.Boxwell@gov.bc.ca
mailto:Jacquie.horn@gov.bc.ca


          1.  On behalf of the Agreement Holder, the Province will purchase and maintain General Liability  

                insurance in the amount of $2,000,000.00 inclusive per occurrence against claims by third parties for  

                bodily injury and property damage arising out of the performance of the Service set out in this  

                Agreement.    The Province will obligate the insurer’s managing broker to provide the Agreement  

               Holder with a Certificate of Insurance and a copy of the policy wording. 

The volunteer (whether working with an Individual Partnership Agreement or a Volunteer Group Partnership 
Agreement) must certified/trained or have proof of proficiency in the use of the equipment and have their own 
Commercial General Liability Insurance to cover costs for theft and damage to the equipment.  Also a volunteer is only 
covered if recorded so records of names, dates and project done is extremely important. 
 
Discussion on use of heavy equipment (defined by insurance as anything that you have to sit on to make it go!).  Does 
the Volunteer Liability policy provided to volunteer s by RSTBC cover the use of heavy equipment by volunteers? 
Answered in the above statement. 
 
Liability Insurance provided by RSTBC covers the activities noted in Sch B: 
Trail and Facility Work 

 Install approved signage and trail markers 

 Use hand tools to maintain and restore trails, facilities and/or campgrounds (eg. Rake, shovel, hammer etc) 

 Use power tools to construct or maintain trails or facilities 

 Fall trees 

 Use machinery to construct, maintain or restore trials, facilities and/or campgrounds 

 Groom trails and set tracks by snowmobile 

 Travel by hiking, horseback, mountain bike, self-propelled boats (eg. Canoes and kayaks), skis and snowshoes to 
monitor and maintain backcountry trails and to transport materials 

 Travel by Off Road Vehicle to monitor and maintain backcountry trails and to transport materials 

 

 

9.  PTAB (Provincial Trails Advisory Body), Bowen Island and BCIT Woodlot Trails - PTAB has been set 

and have had their first meeting to set out some priorities.  Tennesse Trent is making progress on all other 

projects which are nearing completion. 

 

10. Nahatlatch and Harrison Fire Lookout Updates - Kim R reports status quo on Nahatlatch as there is still 

snow. Anticipates getting the work done in June with an offer from SWATT to help.  Jack reported that the work 

on the Harrison Look out is progressing.  Sts’ailes Crew was hired and has cleared to Lookout. 

 

11.  Sect 57 applications -  

 Mt Cheam - still in referrals 

 Spencer’s Ridge - ongoing, lots of conditions to be met 

 West Harrison - 2 bridges approved for SWATT  

 Tamahi Kids Riding Area - needs a bridge which was found in RSTBC inventory.  DSBC/RNATV 

needs an AIA and S57 done 

 

12. Sect 56 applications -  

 VMTA 

 Sumas Mtn Trails Completion 

 Sector Lands Harrison Hot Springs - day use only “passive recreation” 

 

Discusson on difference between S56 and 57.  What a S.56 legal establishment has that a S.57 authorization 

does not 

 

 Inclusion of the trail or recreation facility in the recreation inventory, 



 Creation of a map notation. This notes the trail or facility on the status maps and assists in identifying a 

trail or facility in a referral process for resource development 

            These mean it gets put into our government database so other users like other ministries and forest      

             licensees will see it when they are proposing any works.  

 The ability to apply the Forest Recreation Regulations 

 The ability to post and enforce rules. 

 The ability to set legal objectives if needed (ie. making a trail non-motorized) 

 Inclusion of the trail or recreation facility on Ministry maps and web sites. In this case, the trail or 

recreation facility would have to meet Ministry standards and be intended and suitable for use by a 

number of recreation users.  

 It allows the ministry to use operational funds towards maintaining the site or trail. Site 

upgrades/requirements are assessed on an annual basis and completed on a priority basis.  

 Requires a Partnership Agreement to be signed with a group that is willing to maintain the site to a 

ministry standard (usually a 5 year commitment with the option to renew). 

 

13. NTC Updates - Federation of Mtn Clubs was successful in obtaining funds for hiking trails in the 

Chilliwack River Valley.  They need a letter from RSTBC confirming that the funds are available. 

Sam W is the project manager.  CORC (Cascade Offroad Motorcycle Club) was successful for Vedder Mtn 

project.  HMCOL  (Hope Mtn Center for Outdoor Learning), LMATV (Lower Mainland ATV).  Blue Mtn was 

not successful but RSTBC will be funding $5000.00 and looking into buying access to the FSR from a private 

land owner. 

 

Discussion - Kim R reported that the 4WDABC declared not eligible for NTC funds upon application.   

 

Conditions were: 

In order to be eligible for the NTC Grant Program, an organization must be a member in good standing of one of 
the following organizations:  

 A provincial-territorial organization recognized by the Canadian Council of Snowmobile Organizations (CCSO) or 
one of its members’ clubs;  
 

 A provincial-territorial rider federation recognized by the Canadian Off-Highway Vehicle Distributors’ Council 
and/or of the Motorcyclists Confederation of Canada (MCC) or the ATV & Quad Council of Canada (AQCC), or one 
of its provincial-territorial affiliates; and  
 

 The Canadian Trails Federation (CTF) or one of its provincial territorial members.  
 
Kim was informed in no uncertain terms that their 4WD organization does not qualify for NTC funding even 

thought they are a long standing members of the Outdoor Recreation Council of BC.  They needed to be 

members of either ATVBC, BCORMA or the Snowmobile Federation....yet 4WDABC is their own provincial 

body.  This was for the first round of applications.  Motorized had a second round but they were also 

disqualified from that for much the same reason.  At one point it was suggested that they apply for non-

motorized funding!  Kim would like to see this rectified for the next round of NTC funding if that happens in 

the future and is knocking on all doors to get some answers.  Suggestion to Kim to bring to the attention of the 

newly formed PTAB?  Marina suggested that RSTBC will still help the 4WDABC and RNATV get the Stave 

West Staging Area Project started. 

 

14. Budget - anticipate the same as last year.  Capital projects will be: Vedder Mtn, Long Island Bay docks, 

support agreement holders and NTC approved projects. 

 



15.  District Harvesting Plans - Marina reported on the Vedder Mtn Field Trip with Enrique, Andrew, Matthew 

(Chartwell Consultants), Ray Heppner (VMTA director), and Eugene Hulak (CORC member). Proposed 

cutblocks VE116 and VE117 were discussed.  New roads and possible trail rerouting as well as compensation 

Where they can’t (ie. Material for a bridge or gravel supplied).  

 

16.  Additional Agenda Topics 

 

- Radio Frequency Changes: Discussions are being held this spring/summer for implementation for the fall. 

    See DCK website.  There will be 35 predetermined frequencies in the district.  Each within their own     

    drainage system or zone.  Frequencies are owned by the province hence public: therefore everyone will have  

    access to these.  No more special frequencies by licensees. ACTION:  Marina will clarify where they will be  

    documented. 

 

-  Coast Funding Policy: explanation: priority based rural maintenance of all FSR’s.  Priorities being things like 

    Safety, access for communities and rural residences as well as “high value recreation”.  No budget so focus is  

    on high values.   

 

17.  Date of Next Meeting - April 27, 2015  

 

 

 

 

 

 


