
Chilliwack River Advisory Group Meeting - June 24, 2013 at the Forestry Office in Chwk 

Attendance list: Mike Peters (RSTBC), Jack Bryceland (Fed Mtn Club of BC), Tom Timmerman (DSBC), Wally Klammer 

(GVMC), Sam Waddington (FMCBC), Scott Davis-Fisch (FVMBA), Leon Lebrun (Trails BC), Kevin Koopmans (FVMBA),  

Gar Chretien (4WDABC), Kim Reeves (4WDABC), Brian Romak (Chwk SC), Mike Overhoff (DSBC), Adam Frey (Van 

Kayak Club), Dean Jesiak (RNATV, ATVBC), Karin Smith (BCHBC), Rose Schroeder (Horse Council BC), Guest: 

Tennessee Trent (RSTBC) 

 

A.  Meeting Opened by Mike Peters at 7:05 pm.  Welcome.  No speaker but Tennessee Trent RSTBC from Squamish  

      introduced. 

 

B.  Additional Agenda Items added 

 

C.  Communication Reminder - to share minutes and make any user groups aware of the Group.  For example: some  

      jurisdictional issues between Crown, Municipal, BCParks and private land owners may arise for the North Shore Mtn  

      Bike Club in the future so they should be getting the minutes and being made aware of the resource our Advisory  

      Group can be. 

 

D.  Updates: 

      1.  Vedder Mtn Gravity Logic Day - big success.  Their training is slightly different than IMBA and maybe a bit more      

           relevant to the Lower Mainland topography. For instance there was more emphasis on the use of culverts.  Focus  

           was most of time should be spent on the planning before going out to build. 

 

Discussion: on clinometers - outdoor recreationists should always carry a map and compass: and that the better magnetic 

compasses (e.g. Silva Ranger) have a clinometer built-in.  Other than a trail-building use, clinometers are of major 

importance is measuring a snow slope & assessing one important aspect of the avalanche risk: is it greater than 30°? 

 

      2.  Recreation Sites and Trails Business Plan - new internal use document from Bill Marshall’s office, for the 818  

           Established Sites and Trails.  Not to be circulated outside the group.  Mike is pleased with it as a guiding       

           document.  Covers all user groups.  Confirms RST is on the right track as they are doing most of the identified  

           priorities already.  Mapping is still the biggest stumbling block.  Look to the RST website for the most current  

           latest/greatest updates like: 

                                                     - Trails Strategy 

                                                     - Rails to Trails draft (Naramata to Chute Lake designation) 

                                                     - Draft Mountain Bike Policy 

          Information links: http://www.sitesandtrailsbc.ca/about/the-branch.aspx  - purpose of RSTBC 

                                     http://www.sitesandtrailsbc.ca/about/establishment-orders.aspx  - which lists the Establishment    

                                      Orders since 2004 giving people a better idea of the 'establishment' process. Also includes info on   
                               Section 56 & 57 

                                      http://www.sitesandtrailsbc.ca/about/initiatives-and-policy.aspx  - which has links to such things as                 

                                      the Mountain Biking Policy, the current version of the Provincial Trails Strategy, etc. 

 

     3.  Fire Protection Branch Projects - crews are currently available to do work until called to fire suppression.  Are  

          already out doing projects. 

 

Discussion : Volunteer Agreements and where will Insurance apply - basically if there is no Section 56 done for the trail 

then your volunteer group cannot do anything because you cannot get a Volunteer Agreement  Steps to follow are: 

1.  Section 56 has to be done to get the trail “established” or “recognized” 

2.  Draw up a Volunteer Agreement with RST Officer 

3.  Other trails can be drawn into the Agreement under a Section 56 

 

     4.  Chwk River Valley New Staging Areas - Rapids and Tamahi.  A discussion is needed between user groups on     

          how to manage these 2.  Can be a staging area for all users. Kiosks are currently empty of information.  Issues to  

          discuss are: 

http://www.sitesandtrailsbc.ca/about/the-branch.aspx
http://www.sitesandtrailsbc.ca/about/establishment-orders.aspx
http://www.sitesandtrailsbc.ca/about/initiatives-and-policy.aspx


          - signage: to include maps, directions, etiquette, trail ratings.  Each group would have to have their own data. 

          - fees charged?  Should some go back to trails, is a Host used, what does Host keep, Facility Operator? Does the   

            CRVAG or individual user group want to take this on? 

          - Highway signage 

          - First Nations info and signage 

          - Camp Fire rules 

          - garbage pick up 

          - picnic tables provided? 

          - how many outhouses? Who provides TP and cleaning/pumping 

          - allowing overnight camping? 

 

          Mike P would like to see user groups have a discussion soon about how to address this. Actions: Wally would be                

          contact for the Rapids site and Dean for the Tamahi Site. 

 

Discussion: question on why First Nations is not at the CRAG meetings?  There are too many (56) with varied interests. 

 

5.  Provincial Trails Strategy - officially adopted and signed. 

 

6.  Update on Chehalis Lake North Rec Site - miner is out of the site.  Equipment was brought in to log on the other side  

         but there was a “glitch”, the bridge was deemed unsafe by the engineer.  So the road is currently closed and work   

         halted.  East side site is the only one available. Materials are available to upgrade the bridge but cost of engineering,  

         people and equipment to build are prohibitive so will not happen unless an industry partner can be found or a  

         volunteer group can take it on.  Current bridge will be deactivated.  Work would have to be done to Engineering  

         standards for Industry. 

 

7.  Sayers Lake and area update - final repairs are complete and 40 campsites are open. 

 

8.  Blue Mountain Staging Area - still waiting to hear from land owner who is dragging his feet.  Assured of response by 

end of June. 

 

9.  Chwk Auxillary Position - didn’t get it.  Tennessee will be helping with: 

     -  establishment of mtn bike trails in the BCIT Woodlot 

     -  maps and signage for Eagle Mtn area (along with Kim R for 4WDABC and  Torque Mtn Bike Club as well as some  

        motorcycle use).   

     -  Mission Interpretive Forest 

   

Discussion: of Burma Road becoming a Forestry Road then Staging areas could come next?  Report on West Stave 

Clean Up by 4WDABC: 85 volunteers cleaned up 30 tons of garbage) 

 

10. Tamahi’s Old Shelter - meeting June 10 was cancelled.  Mike would like to see it on the rec Site side of river so it can  

      be watched by Campsite host. 

 

11. Chainsaw Course Update - BC Forest Safety Council has been slow in responding.  Not offering courses.  Options: 

      - Tony Lalonde 

      - BCIT 

      - Keven Koopmans.  Action: Send any suggestions for instructors to Kevin 

 

12.  Fire Lookout Update - omitted 

 

13.  BCIT Woodlot and Eagle Mtn area Update - discussed in #9 above. 

 

14.  Sunshine Valley/Silvertip Project - Meeting with Sunshine Valley Resort and Resort Development Branch.  Want a  

       Resort development type plan with a controlled area for motorized.  Concerns are ATV impacts and First Nations  

       values. RST will be participating in meetings. 



 

15. Tennessee Trent Environmental Review Template for Trails - RST needs to do a better job of looking at environmental 

issues according to the adopted Trails Strategy for BC.  Due diligence dictates a sound environmental assessment of 

trails. So along with the Shuswap Tail Alliance a screening tool (46 pages) has been developed.  It is a Step by Step 

template that a group would work its way through once they have discussed their project with the RST Officer.  Pilot 

projects this year in the Chwk Forest Dist include: Vedder Mtn and Eagle Mtn.  This is not on the RST website.  It is not a 

secret but needs testing first.  Not currently a part of the Section 56/57 process.   A draft copy can be obtained from either 

Tennessee or Mike.  This will prove we are managing the environmental risks responsibly. 

 

 

Discussion: Firearms signs for the Chwk River Valley Road.  There is an 800 meter closure on either side of the road.  

Even though it is in the current Hunting Regulations, people need to be educated on it  Signs are being worked on. 

CO’s are trying to catch illegal dumping offenders for big fines to send a message.  City of Chwk is on board with signage. 

 

16. Budget - less $ than last year.  Maintaining status quo.  Question: acceptance of the Trails Strategy, did it bring in 

extra money?  Answer: it did for last year ie. development of the Environmental Review Template, Chapter 10 rewrite, 

establishing a Provincial Trails Advisory Body and provision of Trail Counters across the Province for RST.  Report from 

Dean that most of the trail counters are positioned.  Question: where do Commercial Operations permits come from? 

Answer: through Front Counter BC. 

 

Discussions: 

- West Harrison ATV Bridge - ATVBC will try to install this year.  Section 57 needs to be finished first. 

 

- Use of Forestry Radio Channels for Volunteers on workbees? Difficult to impossible to get permission. 

  But a reminder that it can be used in a dire emergency.  Suggestion that we have a speaker on ham radio use.  

  Action: Kim R will organize a speaker for next meeting and Sam W will on Spot use.  Local Radio Clubs will do  

  Volunteer work on events. 

 

- Kookipi Road has a slide blocking use.  BC Timber Sales usually clears it off.  Should be done soon.  Rec Sites are    

  awaiting establishment sometime this year. 

 

- Avalanche stuff for Cheam - riding areas should be classified for this winter as well as hazard ratings.  Preliminary Risk   

  rating has been done.  $ are available now.  Avalanche Safety Plans are required.  Templates are available for groups  

  for their areas.  This does not establish this area and trails for summer use. 

   

- from the Trail Day: instead of buying an expensive clinometers there is a $1.99 app for the iphone 

 

-  Tamahi Forest Service Road will not be reopened at the slide anytime soon. 

 

E.  Next meeting - Monday, July 22, 2013.  7:00 pm at Forestry Office in Chwk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


