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This past year the FMCBC has seen some important position placements that I believe will bring big rewards in the coming years. 
 
Internally the promotion of Jodi to Executive Director is a very positive step. She can now set her own agenda to tackle some of the 
remaining items from the last Strategic Plan as well as set in motion ideas she has to grow the Fed. Hiring Alanna as Communications 
and Administrative Assistant was her first excellent decision. We also recently welcomed Silvie-Marie as our new Treasurer, and I am 
already impressed with her capabilities! 
 
Externally our Andrew Drouin of the South Okanagan Trail Alliance has been elected to the new Provincial Trail Advisory Board 
(PTAB). He has an excellent background to represent both us and non-motorized recreation in general at this important high-level 
board. 
 
Personally I am a bit disappointed in what I thought I would accomplish to what I did accomplish this past year. However I did help 
re-start the Vancouver Island Region bi-annual meetings which I believe will increase co-operation amongst VI clubs in coping with 
some local issues... the big one being access through private timber-lands. I also spent considerable time with the online waiver 
committee attempting to nail down FMCBC guidelines for the member clubs to follow. 
 
There are two aspects of online waivers that seem to conflict with each other: friendly user experience, and legal requirements. The 
user wants a simple 'click and go' solution which is user friendly but which may not have much legal value. The legal profession, 
which is based on precedent, does not yet have case history to refer to, and are thus either vague in their advice, or give differing 
opinions. However all the opinions we have heard require more than a simple 'click and go'. It seems we ordinary citizens may have 
to 'go boldly where none have gone before'. 
 
I have setup a server which will demonstrate two possible ways to go with online waivers, one more demanding than the other. 
Delegates and guests attending the AGM in Comox on the May 23-24 weekend will get an email with links to try out these waiver 
examples... which will be used as real waivers for the AGM events. 
 
For the next two years of my term I would like to concentrate on two plans of action, for myself at least: 
 
First I want to get out there and meet more clubs to get to know more of their concerns, if any, and perhaps come up with solutions 
the Fed could help with. Assisting with the startup of meetings in one or two other regions, similar to the VI Region, would be part of 
this plan. I am not alone in wanting this to happen... Jodi does too... so it will definitely happen! 
 
Second, I wish to enable the FMCBC into offering web services to clubs who wish them. A working online waiver service is the first 
obvious choice. An online mapping service is another. Much of the FMCBC is about trails and issues within regions. It would be really 
convenient to see at a glance where they are! As an example, documents and position papers could be linked directly from this 
mapping interface. This would be useful not only to the working committees, but to all 5000+ club members as well. 
These services would allow the FMCBC to offer more to our member clubs without incurring significant cost. More services to offer 
also makes it easier to attract more clubs into the fold, especially smaller clubs in regions outside the populated SW corner of BC. Of 
course the larger our membership grows, the more weight the FMCBC brings to the table. The more our membership grows, the 
option to lower our fees to our members becomes more viable. 
 
Lastly, I want to thank all the volunteers on all the regional committees, the volunteers who represent the clubs on the Board of 
Directors, the volunteers who represent us at both public functions and private meetings, the volunteers on our Executive, and our 
hard working staff... it has been a humbling and an awesome experience to be your president!   

 


