
FMCBC AGM Notes 
Discussion of the feasibility and desirability of regional committees.   

Appleton said that the concept of regional committees has come up several times, but 
getting these committees going is not an easy task. She invited an open discussion 
about regional committees and how to go about establishing them and whether the 
concept is worthwhile pursuing.  
St. John pointed out that the Island Delegates Meetings have been quite successful. He 
said it’s a good thing to come together a couple of times a year to discuss problems 
that clubs are having and learn about what’s going on in different parts of the region. 

Munroe asked what the different regions would be. St. John responded that the logical 
ones would be the Island, the Lower Mainland (which already has the Rec & Con 
Committee), the Fraser Valley, the Okanagan, and the Kootenays.  

Drouin said that it would be nice to bring forward proposals and have more influence 
on government agencies. He said that they’ve already been working in association with 
other groups with various levels of government in the Okanagan. 

King said that the Prince George Backcountry Recreation Society (PGBRS) has about 7-8 
member clubs, 2 of which are FMCBC member clubs (Caledonia Ramblers and GET INFO 
FROM DAVE KING). There are also ski clubs, a naturalist club and a canoe club. They’ve 
dealt with issues together in the past, striking collective agreements through the 
society that have benefitted all the member clubs. He said it’s been a very beneficial 
approach. 

Wharton said that the idea of regional committees could be a great benefit for the 
FMCBC. Living in Maple Ridge, he said he feels that the issues there are very different 
from Vancouver, even though the distance isn’t great.  

Perry said that there have been problems of continuity in the past because people are 
geographically separated.  

Orr asked whether this would be a regional meeting of FMCBC clubs, or of all 
organizations within a region. What would be the pros and cons of each? 

St. John said that it would be good to invite groups that are not already members to 
an initial meeting to get an idea of what groups are active and interested. 

Wood remarked that Harrison had spearheaded the Sea-to-Sky group in Squamish and 
Pemberton. It united different user groups and he said that’s more beneficial than 
limiting it to FMCBC members and non-motorized users. More gets done when there’s a 
more diverse group. If we’re going to have regional meetings, he said they should be 
opened to both non-motorized and motorized. 

King said that the Tabor Mountain Recreation Society that has all kinds of groups and 
has been highly beneficial. Where there used to be animosity, they are now working 
together to accomplish mutual goals. He also noted that the government reps much 
prefer to work with coalitions of clubs rather than having to work with separate clubs. 



Wharton said he doesn’t think we’re looking to have motorized clubs joining the 
FMCBC, but it would be unrealistic to pretend that we can exist in isolation from the 
motorized groups. 

Harrison said that if you’re not at the meetings with other user groups, you won’t 
know what they’re up to and you run the risk of them misunderstanding your position. 
There are so many competing recreational groups now and we have to make ourselves 
visible, united. 

Wood said that motorized groups are very well-funded and organized, and we need to 
kickstart ourselves so that we have a greater say in things. Raising our visibility is 
crucial. 

St. John said that initially, it can start with the FMCBC members and then decide who 
they want to invite in. 

Skinner said that he thinks trails are the most important issue when it comes to 
regional input. The conflicts going on in Southwestern BC are unlike the rest of the 
province, and it’s easy to adopt a skewed view of what’s going on provincially. He said 
that the Rec & Con Committee has been drafting letters on heli-skiing in the 
Kootenays, but it would make a lot more sense to have them coming from a regional 
committee that’s on the ground there. 

Appleton said that the ideal is having regional committees have their ears to the 
ground on issues in their own regions and bringing them to us to back up, rather than 
us hearing about them in the news and reaching out to them. 

Wood said that we don’t have any formalized communication with specific FMCBC 
representatives in different areas and we should. Until now, we’ve been learning 
issues by accident. 

Appleton said that to start, we should aim for a focused effort in a few regions for the 
next year so we don’t spread ourselves too thin. She noted that in some cases (for 
Island Delegates) the FMCBC will cover travel costs to encourage people to come. They 
also cover the costs of the meeting room and coffee break. The goal is to get people in 
the same room talking to each other. 


